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DEDICATION 

To those whose efforts 

contributed to the success of 

Williamsburg’s Centennial Celebration, 

and to those citizens of past, 

present and future who 

cherish the traditions 

of the “home town” 

this book is 

respectfully 

dedicated. 
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14, 

CENTENNIAL COMMITTEES 
. BEARD JUDGING COMMITTEE: To judge beards. 

Winnie Newcomb-chairman, Alice Andrews, Kathleen Driscoll. 

. PUBLICITY COMMITTEE: To prepare weekly news releases to Journal-Tribune and to other 
area newspapers as they see fit, such as Marengo, Victor, North English, Oxford, Iowa City, 
Cedar Rapids. Also Radio and TV. Contact Jack Ross from North English for publicity on 
Town Talk Show. To have Banner across highway with a slogan for Williamsburg and Centen- 
nial. Theme of this could be some of the following: Low taxes, clean town, new school, ete. 
Make up handbills to be distributed by Caravan Committee. 

Romona Jones-Chairman, Mrs. IH. Q. Cook, Tillie Fetzer, Ted Ressler, Mrs. Damon Caldwell. 

. STREET AND WINDOW DECORATIONS: To locate items for display and let merchants pick 
up displays they want. It will be the responsibility of each merchant to pick these up, arrange 
them in their own window, and see that they are returned to their rightful owners. Contact 
all businesses and urge them to participate in this part of the Centennial. 

Alice Andrews-Chairman, Wm. Sears-Co-chairman, Herb Fry, Mrs. Clarence Haack, Mrs. Anton 
Koester, Mrs. Rueben Steffen, Mrs. Truman Boland, Mrs. Clair Sauter, Joe Shannahan, and Jack 
Yearian. 

. SISTERS OF THE SWISH: To establish rules for types of clothing and when it is to be worn, 
divide into different age groups, get buttons, determine different classes such as age groups 
ae different eras; such as Roaring 20’s, the Gay Nineties, etc. Get prizes for winners of each 
class. 

Mrs. Roland Holden-chairman, Pauline Mahan, Mrs. Art Dermody jr., Mrs. John D. Jones, 
Mrs. August Maas, Mrs. Harvey Burgy, Mrs James A. Driscoll, Mrs. Gilbert Von Ahsen, Mrs. 
Raymond Sinn, Mrs. Alfred Klever, Mrs. Fred White, Mrs. Geo. Stahl. 

. PARADE COMMITTEE: To secure Bands, Floats, and anything of interest in parades. To have 
charge of all Parade plans, supervise at parade and give prizes. 

Wm. Newcomb-chairman, G. C. Chandler, Virgil Roemerman, Roland Holden, Stan Watts, 
John D. Jones, Lloyd Fetzer, M. K. Houseman, Allan Bergstrom, Jim Butler, H. Q. Cook, J. J. 
McGillicuddy, Art Iburg, Walt Van Steenhuyse, and Leslie Oliver. : 

. BROTHERS OF THE BRUSH AND KANGARCO COURT: To set up a jail. All businessmen to 
either have beards or shaving permits. To hold Kangaroo Court. Invite all people in trade area 
to grow beards but do not make it mandatory. 

Joe Evans-chairman, Herb Maas-Co-chairman, Karl Winborn, Frank Holz, Edgar Uhlmann, 
Bill Mabie, Jack Snoddy, Larry Elwood, Ben Bean, Bob Jones. 

. NOVELTY AND BUTTON COMMITTEE: To select buttons, set fees, and distribute them. 

John Engel-chairman, L. A. Winborn, Bob Moll, Jim Rourke, L. W. Vanderlinden. 

. CONCESSIONS COMMITTEE: Concessions—Local Eat and Drink stands @ .15¢ per sq. ft. 
$25.00 Minimum Fee. Out of town Eat or Drink stands @ .380¢ per sq. ft.—$50.00 minimum 
fee. Give neighboring towns first choice over other towns. 

Larry Roehrkasse-chairman, Chas. Fetzer, Werner Uhlmann, Leo Langley, Lew Yoder. 

. PROGRAM COMMITTEE changed to CENTENNIAL BOOK COMMITTEE: To gather material 
for a Souvenir Centennial Book and publish it. 

Mrs. Leslie Gliver-chairman, Shirley Drennan, Ted Ressler, Roger Anderson, Harold Martin, 
Mary Welsh, Hilda Driscoll, Howard Still, Barbara Fry, Mrs. M. K. Houseman, Bob Claypool, 
Peg Riggenbach. 

DISTRIBUTIVE AND CARAVAN COMMITTEE: 

Bob Rehmke-chairman, Lew Yoder, Lloyd Fetzer, Gaston Phillips, Dwight Gahring, Clarence 
Halverson, Truman Romberg, Jim Lillis, Dale Mayberry, Vincent Driscoll, Cecil Shellady jr., 
Bob Beilstein, Oren Schwarting, Nolan Oakes, Ora Enfield. 

LIGHT AND POWER COMMITTEE: To make necessary arrangements to get power to con- 
cessions stands, etc. This committee to select any additional help they need. 

Leland Stake-chairman, Dale Mayberry, Ed Armstead. 

POLICE AND PARKING: 
Dwight Gahring-chairman, Dean Smith, Roy Shellady, V.F.W. will police Centennial with 
help from any other organization that wants to. 

Ted Ressler to arrange the program and select the Master of Ceremonies and to direct the 

pageant. 

EXECUTIVE BOARD of Community Club to serve as Cleanup Committee. 
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Aik ny grin A RESUME OF 
A CENTURY OF PROGRESS FOR 

WILLIAMSBURG, IOWA 
Williamsburg, rated one of the leading towns of its size in the 

Midwest, owes its favorable position to a number of geographical 
and historical factors that have contributed to its growth and main- 
tained its respect within the community it serves. Situated on the 
west bank of Old Man’s Creek and centrally located in Iowa Coun- 
ty, it lies in the heart of a prosperous agricultural area. Primarily, 
Williamsburg has both in the past and present been chiefly classed 
as a agricultural trading center as well as a good place in which 
to live. 

Originally the land that now contains Williamsburg was near 
the site of a Sac and Fox Indian village. In 1848 the Indians were 
removed to points further west, and the Way was opened to 
settlement by the white people. In 1844 a group of Welsh pioneers 
came and settled just east of the present town, The following year, 
Irish settlers arrived southeast of them. No town was established 
at that time. The settlers did their trading with towns further 
east, chiefly Iowa City and Muscatine. 

O. E. Jones, grandson of Richard 

Williams (founder of Williamsburg) 

inspects a pen and pencil set, a gift 

from the Lions Club in honor of his 

fifty years of service in the Farmers 

The need for a town to serve the trading area and the hope 
of attracting an east and west railroad, no doubt, prompted Rich- 

{Savi Baik. “Oe also | are Williams to plat on his land the original Town of Williams- ee ee tas burg in 1854. In 1856 he added the Williams Addition which has eeerverler than Arte wear Linke 4 since developed into the business district. The hoped-for railroad Sea, Ohne el eee Lees aOR en ee at Williamsburg, going through the northern part of the ‘ounty instead. It reached Marengo in 1860; thus giving that county seat town a further growth 
Hine The dependence of the Williamsburg trading area thus shifted from lowa City to Maren- 
go. Without rail transportation, Williamsburg was doomed to the status of a small “inland village 
until 1884. Then the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railway established a line between Cedar 
Rapids and Ottumwa. Williamsburg’s good fortune to be included on the railroad resulted in its 
rapid growth from a population of 130 in 1880 to better than a thousand by 1900. 

Culturally, Williamsburg has been a “melting pot” for three principal Old World nation- 
alities, the original Welsh settlers, the Irish who came during the “boom” period following the 
coming of the railroad, and the Germans who since 1900 have spread out from their original 
settlement around Homestead. Some Scotch and Scotch-Irish also were among the early settlers 
along with a number of “Yankees” from the eastern states. The march of time has brought about 
a blending of these nationality groups in the Williamsburg area. Community living, the work of 
the school, united effort to ward off the common enemy in two world wars and inter-marriage 
have fast erased nationality differences and made all into loyal American citizens. 

The religious life of the Williamsburg residents is somewhat closely related to nationalities. 
The Welsh were originally Congregationalists or Calvinistie Methodists, although some were Pres- 
byterian along with the Scotch and Scotch-Irish. After the boom period the Methodists started 
St. Paul’s M. BE. Church. The Irish moving in from the Holbrook parish established St. Mary’s Ca- 
tholic Church, Then after the turn of the century, st. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Mis- 
souri Synod, was founded to minister to the spiritual needs of the Germans, rhe Welsh Calvinistic 
Methodists gave up their efforts to continue as a separate organization, and in the early twen- 

ties” they ‘were assimilated into the Presbyterian Church. On January 14, 1957, a disastrous fire 
destroyed the Presbyterian church building. Realizing that one building was ample to serve both 
their congregations and being enough alike in doctrine to make a merger possible, the Congrega- 
tionalists and Presbyterians joined to form one united organization to be affiliated with the Pres- 
byterian denomination but in the Congregational building as their church home. Thus we have 
it today that in Williamsburg there are four fine church buildings. “The Church of Your Choice 
can well be one of the four. 

hout its entire history Williamsburg has provided the best of educational opportunity 
to tie needs of the times. Originally a part of the school township of Troy, the Williamsburg 
school became an independent district when the railroad assured its future growth. A two-room 
building served the educational need until the boom period when it was necessary. to replace bs 
with a larger building which was completed in 1887. For a time this housed both grade and high 
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Modern Equipment—In The ‘‘Twenties”’ 

Williamsburg has aiways shown an interest in the welfare of its 

citizens. The truck shown here carried tanks of chemicals that would 

form carbon dioxide when the containers were inverted. Directed 

school pupils. Then came the separate 

high school building in 1908 and 1909. 

In 1936 the present grade school build- 

ing was built. It included a gymnasium 

and shop room for use by the high 

school. In recent years the trend for clos- 

ing the one room rural schools and the 

organization of larger districts made it 

inevitable that another building prco- 

gram would be necessary. Through the 

necessary election procedures the dis- 

trict was enlarged to permit the financ- 

ing of an addition to the grade school 

and the construction of an entirely new 

junior and senior high school building 

at the west edge of town, These units 

give adequate educational facilities to 

all. In addition to the two publie school 

units, there is a fine modern parochial 

grade school maintained by St. Paul’s 

Lutheran Church. 

SIRE 
=e, 

against the fire, this would smother the flames by keeping away the 

oxygen from the air. 

ie “trough at, the corner, 

the mutual needs of 

the coming of the railroad. At about the 

use of carbide gas, Hleetric lighting re- 

placed this as soon as it became practi- 

cal. A water system and sewers came 

early. Then there was paving for the 

streets, first brick on a few streets, and 

jater a system of concrete paving that 

brought most of the town out of the 

mud and dust, adding much to the neat 

appearance of the town. You will find 

beautiful homes in all parts of the town 

with no section that could be labeled a 

slum area. Williamsburg has two fine 

parks and a modern city hall which 

houses a library, a room for public meet- 

ings, and modern fire equipment for use 

by a civic-minded volunteer fire depart- 

ment. 

Williamsburg provides the location 

and atmosphere for good community liv- 

ing. A railroad and good highways make 

it accessible to the influences of the 

world around it, yet there is that free- 

dom from the inconvenience of traffic 

congestion so much a problem in larger 

cities, many fine homes representing all 

periods from past to present prove that 

people find Williamsburg a fine place 

in which to work and live. 

the town 

Williamsburg 

Since the days of the windmill in 

the center of the square and the water- 

government administrations have been censcious of 

citizens.. Incorporation took place in 1885 following 

turn of the century there was a lighting system making 

“Christening”? The Dial System 
’ 

| ; 

i AZ 2 eh 
Pro Ne Ree m4. Sok 

Mayor Gus O’Donnell places the first phone call after the change- 

over from the manually operated system to the dial system May, 1957. 
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WILLIAMSBURG--HOW OLD? 
In 1954 North English observed its centennial. This posed the questions to the people of Wil- 

liamsburg, “When is our centennial?” and ‘Will we observe our centennial by wearing old style 
clothes and growing beards?” Early in 1956 the problem was put to the Williamsburg Community 
Club: “Here we are 100 years old. Shall we celebrate, and when?” Some were for having it that 
same summer, The majority present decided to postpone it until 1957 partly to have more time to 
get ready, also to time it with the completion of the new Community High School. To those who 
dissented, it didn’t seem quite right to observe a centennial a hundred one years after the town’s 
founding. Then accentuating this disparity in dates came the discovery that the town was actually 
founded in 1854 instead of in 1856. Thus Williamsburg’s centennial observance came 103 years after 
Richard Williams platted and named the town. ; 

The erroneous belief that Williamsburg was founded in 1856 stems from an unintentional 
error on the part of an unknown historian who wrote in a HISTORY OF IOWA COUNTY (1881) 
the following description: “This little village, situated on the west bank of Old Man’s Creek, is also 
called Stellapolis. The post office is known by the latter name. It was laid out by Richard Williams 
May 20, 1856 and was named ‘Williamsburg’ in honor of its founder.” This statement has since 
been copied many times. The May Flower Edition of the Williamsburg Journal Tribune of 1903 
says, “Williamsburg ‘was founded in 1856 by Richard’ Williams.” James C. Dinwiddie wrote in his 
HISTORY OF IOWA COUNTY AND IT’S PEOPLE (1915): “This thriving city of 1170 people 
located on the west bank of Old Man’s Creek in Troy Township was founded by Richard Williams 
and laid out by him on May 20, 1856.” Other editions of the Journal-Tribune repeat the same state- 
ment. 

After three quarters of a century from the probable first recorded history on the town of 
Williamsburg, a question was raised as to whether the 1856 date was correct. The compiler of this 
book, Theo. C. Ressler,, overhearing Arthur lburg comment that his abstract showed 1854 as the 

founding date, was prompted to investigate his own and several other abstracts of property in the 
“Original Town”, that area included in a rectangle running three and a half blocks north and two 

blocks east of and including the Catholic Church. The answer to the question ‘‘How old is Wil- 

liamsburg?” is there plain as day, We quote from Item 4 entitled “Richard Williams to the 

Public. Dedication of Plat Recorded in Land Deed Record 8 on Page 411 Recorded in conjunction 

with the plat hereto attached and marked No. 1 is the following: - 1 hereby certify that I have this 

day surveyed and laid out for Richard Williams the Town of Williamsburg, situated in the SW 4 
of Sec. 10 in Township 79, North of Range 10 West in Iowa County, Iowa. The site of the lots and 

blocks and width of the streets are correctly described on the diagram, April Ist, 1854. Signed C. 

H. Stoddard, Surveyor.” Then there is the statement of the judge: ‘State of lowa, Iowa County ss. 

Before me, William H. Wallace, County Judge in and for said county personally appeared Rich- 

ard Williams and acknowledged that the disposition of the land as shown by the within map or 

Town Plat is with his free consent and in accordance with his desire. Witness my hand and the 

seal of said county at Marengo, this 4th day of July A. D. 1854. (Seal) Signed Wm. H. Wallace, 

County Judge, State of Lowa, Lowa County.” 

The thing that tends to confuse all of us, including the early historians, is that the Williams 

Addition wherein the present square is located was platted in 1856. And that is what all previous 

historians have been quoting. We quote from an abstract contained within the Williams Addition, 

which embraces a square area running three and a half blocks north the same distance west from 

a point on the west edge of Highway 149 across from the south edge of the Catholic Church: 

“Item 4 Richard Williams to the Public Dated May 20th 1856 Filed May 28th, 1856 Recorded in 

Town Lot Deed Record No. 1, pages 219 and 220 Record recites: State of Iowa County, as: Before 

me, John Miller, County Judge, in and for said county personally appeared Richard Williams and 

acknowledged that the disposition of the land as shown by the map or town plat of his first addi- 

- tion to said town of Wiiliamsburg is with his full consent and in accordance with his desire. Witness 

my hand and the seal of said County at Marengo, this 20th day of May A. D.7i856G 5... fury: ” Then 

follows a plat of vhe ADDITION 'TO WILLIAMSBURG, 

If 1854 is the date of the first-plat, why did the historian of 1881 arrive at the 1856 date? Here 

is the supposition of your present day historian: The author of the 1881 history went to the court 

house and got out the book of the Town Lot Deed Record and found the information concerning 

the Williams Addition. He evidently didmt look at the Land Deed Record 4 which contains the 

record of the platting of the original town of Williamsburg. Consequently the “tail became the 

dog’-—-so to speak, and the 1856 date got into the first history book. Later historians copied the 

first historian and ueglected to look at the original sources, So for seventy-five years the good 

people of Williamsburg have been told their town was founded in 1856. Let’s set ourselves right—- 

Williamsbure. was founded in 1854. Williams [First Addition came two years later; other addi- 

lions followed with the prowth of the town. 



$d10 Won-onveeMAr sty a 

ati bo ee 

Pigs 
FW Yo sigosg odt of anoties ods bsaoe ad Ininwoinoa 
ofyie ble gittvasw yd anolegiae oe jo oviwedo ow [iW 
Winuerno) windensHiiWt edt ot foe eaw ttoldorq ont j 
dsit a ynived +t ovew on0e Cnedw baw wurtd slog. ow 

oe) amid atom svsd 0 brie FEOs fitaus i gir Teo g” ot babisah 

ofw geod) ef .Joondot dyill viinywment0) wor sil to fenpignte oct 
_etitwot odt t9tts wixoy ono hotbaud a laigsetnos s ovingde @ pant Kite sain 

ellenion naw swot odt lal} yiovoosdb od) same eethb nioygitisqath ait? yar as i: ohare a . 
doles many COt omes sorted inieresiis ayuda avert ae Ets dun rs BL i motes 

eat ved oils frocane bags eval ‘Nt 

ide . ee 
lngbitnsidinw me sort eindde BABI oi bobayot asw y te iV suet fotied & * Tite aren 

(esi) YTHUOD AWOL O- YAOTRIH ¢ ni slow otfw malodetd seromliy is tof alt a. 1 
cae at oot) onal (Odo dnad Yaow off) a boisutie oetiliy ofsti! wht + noitqitros ae { 
eomaihii' W biseduiAl yd iv byiu! vow MT .otasa dettal odd vd awoud ai soitto Jeng ad T ‘aifogaté 12 6 we 

soitix asd Draestete cil? “ebavet ait lo toed at ‘gadamsilliW' bomad asw bas—Osst Of yaM - 
oOC jo goudiT Iso wot wiudcrsifll W odt to woitiha apwoll yaM odT eornid acon i 
ail ni storw oibbiwnid 3 seme “amtailiCW bosdoil yd BIBL ni bobavel aaw' y ail" 
siyoug OVEL to tio gniviuty walt? < (Cet) AIDZOAT eTL GUA YTAUOO AWOL erect: 
aimindiivy hbtadsin vd bebniwel enw idnairoT yorl af desiD e'ieM bIO Yo Afed jeow ont 
shite ows ol) tasqes sehdinT-laerno% oft to enodine teatoO BERT U8 yom id civil fin) tho ia bt , 

ney es Fein 

to awol oft no violaid bobteoot tat sldadory of) ito yiniiveo a lo erannup soul) with | 
Lif) tw «oliginos odT Jootoo caw otab 8481 oft tedJadw of es bosiad sew moileanp BR Lia ak 
at} as P2Rt bowode jonwede wid edd fasmmos yiwedl aditAéA gnitsohe7o , tolexoH ood yleod | 
ett ui viteqo'rg Yo Atos leds todte iaisvee baa wo eid Hl agites vai of batqenory BS “tt 9d gaibauot 

owd bes dion edoold tad s bas sordi yatanw slyastoe: s ol bebulont sete Jad) .awoT, tanigiO” 
iW at bla wot” nubteoup od} of towers of T AsidD silodis) ocd} ynibuloni bas do bene etogld 
off of ansiliW bistoia” beliiias & met mort sloup oW yah ee nitlg stedt ef Yt ‘ry dental 
aettyaniace mi behioved Lid sya vo & bio bee baal ni bebvoooH eff to noiteoihsd oildal 
aids ove 1 Sad? y¥itves ydoued 1 ~ syniwollol odd 2i I .o bedyaem bow bedoeity otetod galq odd iw 

We of} oi Dotauviie ~eowdamailiiW to awoT edd asesilliW bisdeih a? tuo bial bas, boyevtue yal 
ai atoll sal} to otia sd .wwol Ninwo’) ayrol ai deo WF OL ogaad to diveK LY gidenweT oi OL 998 to 
J baayis. baH1 Jet figA goarynib 4a) ao boditereb yltootioy 9146 alootle oft lo, dibiw bine zdoold 
ze Wino) ewol awol To at8ie :oybal: ol} to Jnanrytede oft al Stadt eonT “10 yovane , btebboté H 
stot betseqqa vlewonteg wanes bigs 10% bie ai oghyt yao 9 oetle WW Tt mailliWy- sin st0%et 
“o Guin riiticw oll vd nwods es best enh MO meiiaeqdh off tue bevbetwontdon baa weenie Bein 
ad? bas brsil we ceotttW wocdesb elt ative sonefriness ni bars Intoares sort vid diiw 4, tal awel 
ua AE i bis ty bas vie”, POR) - AL lak, fe pe ast vil} sea 46 uae to Lave 

‘Ae yabot Paha OP aiaued 2 nwol ssa! to pciaail 

arcentleW witt tnd) al enwhroteist bins S vad eatin we to ily sawn oF pour abi haderirl — "ie 
suor wig dis tedier xi Jed) ba A BOR1L at batiety caw botavcel 4t oraepa Invaong ond nig 
Jiohibid eubeiiy? add widtiw hodtisi iets Panads mp ino sioup oW .yavoup dood ov 
mow thaw 22) Rae Sits gett pbk Shaash..& che wert Raia sos SUB UPH a {oid 

Forse fun vi ; 

Wee ah: 98 weds 

oth Me 

iyd oviliacd odd. Yo" Sebo: ttiror. ad? mote -Q@2t viwitel? to eebs jes 
“Ab, be % ned sdOS Ye boli pans HS) hs sitdyt HHI Os eect Ae 
sha ito) swol tor sty: Jiwt biogas bias OTS royce .f 0m . 

villi’ ¥ jad atl barssqq an Uhirtowrod, Yak Di Qe wi bos ai subst yao | 
| ¥ ne el oft to noitieoquib oft all " Sa rae ie sina 

cit ain PR es a oe tes ’ = ‘ y 
¢ J 

“7 s 

"4 ma eas f if q e we, 

7 teak - “F 

ayes oe it ) oe 

ty pre ‘Su We e 
” a3 9 

an 
+ ‘ ok ju Aap a jee Py pins? 

Ty an . ’ por . 49 * ye 4 ys ta ee ag we 1 yo ' pd3p.oror 4 "ay a ie / 

‘cht rind papi i penne ‘uasiibab A, fe anil ba a1 om “ae » pe | do 
A bi ee er ‘ ty salad 

hae apteneds Jdorin,- Wine wile ~. P} — ; pes to or j 

’ 
A 

PAL Ae a ay oc Ce a t ) + 7 a) v4 mn ° 

pi Pay amt 8 ‘< eat ei 

-¥ 



One of The Earliest Pictures of Williamsburg (1890) 

In this view, the cameraman stood at the south side of the square and faced northeast across the 

park. The buildings at the extreme right still remain. The wind mill has been replaced by a drinking 

fountain, and of course, the trees have made quite a growth since 1890. 

The Greeters 

a | 
The title and legend for the picture are taken verbatim from) Haricy Ransoii’s book, “Pioneer 

Recollections”. “Hugh Henderson, was the popular clerk at the Fletcher Drug Store. When he and Miss 

eal 

Thompson returned from their honeymoon, they were met at the station by the band to welcome them to 

the city. The greeters were left to right: Will Williams, Charles J. Lee, D. Milton Jones, Rollo Wilson, 

Harry Carmichael, Ellis Lloyd, Blisha Schooley, Waller Evans, Joe Yates, Aubrey Jones, Leo Kinney, In 

the backyvround hauling the luggage were William Spellman and J. G. Lorly with his famous spotted mule 
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CENTENNIAL CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

(As Originally Scheduled) 

MONDAY, AUGUST 26 

1:30 p. m. Band concert at new high school building. Program with talks by WHS graduates 75 
years or older. 

2:00-3:30 p. m. Series of guided tours of new building conducted by senior students. 

7:30 p. m. Judging of beards of the “Brothers of the Brush.” 

Judging of the centennial dress by ‘Sisters of the Swish”. 

Selecting couple in finest Centennial garb. 

Selecting family with best centennial dress. 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 27 

10:30 a. m. Teenage Car Road-e-o, open to all teen-age drivers, boys and girls in a series of tests. 

2:00 p. m. Circus and television acts on stage at ball park. 

7:30 p. m. Crowning of Miss Williamsburg Centennial. ? 

8:00 p. m. Centennial pageant, depicting 100 years of Williamsburg history. Scenes will be shown 

on a series of stages with special music presented by chorus of 50 voices. 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 28 

10:00 a. m. Centennial parade including over 150 floats, led by Gov. Herschel Loveless, grand 

marshal. 

Short address by Gov. Loveless at bandstand after parade. 

2:00 p. m. Circus and television acts on stage at ball park. 

8:00 p. m. Centennial talent show: songs, dances, musical acts, etc. 

(Schedule as Changed Because of Rain) 

Monday, Aug. 26: A beautiful day. Everything proceeded as scheduled. 

Tuesday, Aug. 27: It rained. The day’s events were postponed, presumably until the next day. 

Those parade units from out-of-town that could not return later plus a few ambitious local 

units paraded in the rain. The local churches served their planned-for lunches for those who 

remained in town. Between showers the Royal United Shows continued to operate their acts 

and carnival. 

Wednesday, Aug. 28: More and heavier rainfall. The committees met in emergency session and 

decided to postpone all remaining events until later in the week. 

Saturday, Aug. 31: The parade was held in the afternoon; the pageant was held in the evening. 

Both were well attended. 

Sunday, Sept. 1: In the evening the Home Talent Show provided a fitting close to what turned 

out to be an entire week of Centennial activity. 
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CENTENNIAL PAGEANT 

“MILESTONES IN A CENTURY OF PROGRESS” 
A historical pageant in which, by means of music, pantomine, and the spoken word, the people 

of the community attempt to recreate the highlights of the past, effect an appreciation of the 
present, and offer a challenge for the future of their town, Williamsburg, Iowa U.S.A. 

PROGRAM 

INTRODUCTORY: | 

You will meet a part of the cast which starts off the show, including the master of cere- 
monies, the chief narrator, the organ accompanist, the author of the pageant and musical director, 
and the fifty voices of the “Old Village Choir’. 

EPISODE L—THE VANISHING AMERICAN RETURNS 
We are reminded of the fact that the Indiaas also loved the fair land which we now inhabit. 

We become acquainted with the circumstances that caused their removal, and learn how they 
returned later to their former haunts. 

EPISODE II.—THE PIONEERS 
We learn of the coming of the first Welsh pioneers (the Evanses and Pughs) who began the 

settlement of Troy Township, the hardships they endured, and the respect they earned through 
their honest endeavors to wrest a living from the soil. 

EPISODE III.—WANTED, GOOD NEIGHBORS 
We are introduced to an Irish family (the Hansons) which came early and stayed long in our 

land. They like all the rest found the need for and the opportunity to be “good neighbors”. 

EPISODE IV.—WILLIAMSBURG IS BORN - AND NAMED 
We look on a scene which marked the first step in the realization of the dream of Richard 

Williams for a town to bear his name. 

EPISODE V.—A BATTLE OF NAMES- AND A BALLAD OF THE SAME 
Shall our town be called Posetoenonnock? That name ‘‘went west” with the Indians. Which 

of three white man’s names shall it bear—Williamsburg, Stellapolis or Chester? In fancy, the 
shades of lowa county ghost towns decide the issue while the Father & Son Quartet sing about 

. the whole controversy. 

EPISODE VI.—THE IRON HORSE SETS OFF A BOOM 
We learn how the railroad came in 1884, thus permitting Williamsburg to realize its potent- 

iality for future greatness. We also learn of a peacefut use for Civil War artillery. 

EPISODE VII.—WILLIAMSBURG ENTERTAINS ITSELF — AND OTHERS 
If you think our show has betn too much on the serious side so far, prepare for a change of 

mood and a laugh. 

EPISODE VIII—WILLIAMSBURG GOES TO CHURCH 
Williamsburg is a town of beautiful churches and its citizens are churchgoers. You’ll want to 

join them in the Easter parade which will take you to the “church of your choice”. 

EPISODE [X.—WILLIAMSBURG IN WAR TIME 
In general, in this episode, we honor the soldiers of all the major conflicts of the last century. 

In particular we follow the experience of one soldier through World War I, at the same time 

showing the part played back home by members of his family who ‘Keep the Home Fires Burn- 

ne”. 
EPISODE X.—WILLIAMSBURG GOES TO SCHOOL 

One of our local artists, Mrs. Dorothy Landa, has painted pictures of the exteriors of Wil- 

liamsburg’s school buildings, past and present. With the help of some of our most beloved citizens 

(the children) we show you what goes on inside. 

PERSONNEL 

Space does not permit the naming of the literally hundreds of people who were either includ- 

ed in the east or who have in some way helped to make this production possible. However, here 

are a few you should know: 
Author of the pageant and choir director: Theo. C. Ressler 

Master of ceremonies and executive director: Dale Pierce. 
Organ accompanist: Irene Wetjen. (Continued on Next Page) 
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Narrators: Harold Martin, Rev. D. Merle Hill, Bob Hanson, Roger Anderson, Mrs. Floyd Wil- 
liams, Gwennie Dane, Dale Pierce. 
Episode Chairmen: 

I—M. K. Houseman V—Ramona Jones Oscar Glandorf and 
II—Richard Pugh VI—Joe Evans Betty Caldwell 
I1I—Glenn Hanson Vil—tLarita Bricker IX—-Herbert Wallace 
1V—Harold Jones Viti—Catherine Sinn, X—Mary Welsh 
Specialty dance: Jerilyn Oliver. 
Soloists and Instrumentalists: 
Merwyn Jones, Joe Hanson, Donald Hopp, Shirley McMenomy, Mrs. D. Merle Hill, Margaretta 

Meyer, Janice Ollinger, Melba O’Donnell Burton Jones, Roger Anderson, Helenka Claypool, 
Millen Sandersfeld, Ivelyn Sandersfeld, Alice Morse, Sandra Cranston, Rhys Jones, Gaston. 
Phillips, John Phillips, Susan Durian, Wilma Witte. 

CHORUS MEMBERS 

Roger Anderson, G. Wiley Beveridge, Gwennie Dane, Mildred Davis, Viola Dubishar, Cris 
Evans, Doris Evans, Mrs. Helen Fetzer, Donald Hopp, Delmar Iburg, Mrs. Harold Iburg, Phyllis 
Iburg, Alfred James, Ivor James, Burton Jones, Gwendolyn Jones, Merwyn Jones, Mrs. Newton 
Jones, Catherine Lortz, Mrs. August Maas, Geo. P. Maas, Paula Maas, Barney Madoerin Jr., 
Mrs. Barney Madoerin Jr., Shirley McMenomy, Mrs Harvey Meyer, Margaretta Meyer, Bernice 
Newkirk, Melba O’Donnell, Catherine Parry, Geo. Petershagen, Mrs. Geo. Petershagen, Gaston 

' Phillips, Theo. C. Ressler, (director) ; Mrs. Louis Schmidt, Dorothy Schwiebert, B. Stuart Slater. 
Mrs. Clarence Stohlmann, Gilbert Von Ahsen, Orville Von Ahsen, Mrs. Orville Von Ahsen, Mrs. 
Kk. W. Wallace, Leona Walter, Pearl Walter, Irma Wardenburg, Leona Wardenburg, Loretta 
Wardenburg, Lillian Wardenburg, Mrs. Carl G. Werner, Irene Wetjen, (accompanist), Lucy Wil- 
liams, Alice Winborn, Wilma Witte. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF SPECIAL FAVORS: 

To the Iowa Electric Light and Power Company, R. B. Ferguson, commercial manager of. 
Marengo division, for paying the expenses for securing the giant spotlight. 

Peterson and Frick for log cabin and the making of other stage properties. 
Williamsburg Lumber Store for various seating arrangement helps. 
And many others not mentioned because of lack of space. 

AWE Ee ALE Noh eS Ow. 

Originally scheduled for Wednesday evening, Aug. 28, this program was actually performed 
Sunday evening, Sept. 1, 1957. It was under the direction of Mrs. Gwendolyn Oliver with the assist- 

ance of her daughter Jerilyn and her Oliver School of Dancing numbers. Dennis Oliver was master 

of ceremonies. Following is the program. 

Tap Dance, “Managua Nicaragua,” Sandra and Alice Boland. 
Accordion solo, “Five Foot Two,” Zelda Heitman. 
Voeal, “The Big Bass Viol,” Don Hopp. 
Quartet, ‘When You Wore a Tulip,” “In the Evening By the Moonlight,” Burton and Rhys 

Jones, Gaston and John Phillips. 
Williamsburg’s newest band, “The Swingsters.” 
Tap Dance, “Mexican Hat Dance,’’ Kathy Cranston and Marvin Ollinger. 
Vocal solo, “Vll Take You Home Again Kathleen,” “Just a Little Street Where Old Friends 

Meet,” Jack MeGillicuddy Sr. 
Tap Dance, “Dark Town Strutters Ball,’ Rhys Jones and John Phillips. 

Vocal, “Around the World,” Janice Ollinger. 

Square dance group on horse-back - Group from Wilton Junction. 

Vocal, “Without a Song,’ Don Hopp. 
Those Adorable Bums, “I Ain’t Got Nobody,” Mrs. Holden, Mrs. Voelkel. 

Quartet, “I Want a Girl,” “Let Me’ Call You Sweetheart,” Father-Son quartet. 

Accordion solo, ‘Lady of Spain,” Zelda Heitman. 

Presentation of winning square dancers, accompanied by Centennial dance band composed 

of Len Morrin, violin; Bob Hughes, banjo; Will Gahring, drums; and Alfred James, piano. 

Duet, “Kneel at the Cross,” Gaston Phillips, Dean Ridenour. 
Polka, Sandra and Alice Boland. ; 

Vocal solo, ‘Dear Hearts and Gentle People,” Janice Ollinger. ; 

Presenting Centennial Queen, Sisters of Swish, Centennial Queen and Centennial chairman 

30b Hanson. Re Ne mae 

Finale, all dancing students of Jerilyn Oliver and everyone in show singing “This is My 

Country,” Judy Stake, accompanist. 
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QWear-Af/ 
ILANNERS OF TYE 
WHLIAMSBURG 
CENTENN/AL 

Bi Ore HT AON ’S’ ON 

General Chairman and 
Co-ordinator of Committees 

/ 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE WILLIAMSBURG COMMUNITY CLUB, 1957 

Back Row: (Left to Right) Deane Cranston, Gerald Van Steenhuyse, 
Donald Frick, Larry Coffman 

Front Row: Joe Lillis, Clair Sauter (president), Keith Dougherty 
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PRE-CELEBRATION CENTENN,DAL VAC? Vr te s 

BEARDED "WILLIAMSBURGERS" PLAYED AT CEDAR RAPIDS TO PROMOTE THE CENTENNIAL 

haga See 8 as i 
edi arts. : 

ead We mar ie A ts ‘se 

hy 
PI (WOH iY SOK, one 
aes af SAF: 

Back, by boorac Eldon Weiies ore Back, ea ry) Gears Ralph Mumm, L. W. 
Maas, Jim Driscoll, Jim Gittins, James Vanderlinden, Frank Papritz, Lloyd 
Garringer, Harvey Meyer, John Engel, Fetzer, Don Frick, Larry Roehrkasse, 
Harold Folkmann, Albert Mews, Arnold Burton Jones, Frank Holz, J. D. Lewis 

Brockshus, Front: Lawrence Elwood, Front: Vincent Driscoll, Carl Ahlberg, 
Delmar Knock, Elvin Mumm, Curtis Landa, Frank Everlst, Glenn Hanson, Clair 
Roland Holden, Ed Huedepohl. Sauter, Jim Rourke, Joe Lillis, Joe 

eee SP Et 3 BOARD SHINGLES Evans. 

. A LESSON FROM THE MASTER pes casi sa 

G. M. Tauae of mirtin explained the 

process and supplied radio publicity 

concerning it and the coming events. 

At far right, Milton Leagan of 
Johnson Co. Others 1. to r.: Glenn 
Hanson, Chas. Claypool, L. A. Win- 
born, Edward Mahan and others 

; ill jaar it 
OT OR te lad ia 

he 

Chas. Hunzelman's steam 
* threshing operation at- 

tracted interest both 

fon the farm and at’ the 

, colebration on the day 

of the parade. 
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CENTENNIAL 
SQUARE DANCE ORCHESTRA 

Left to Right: Bob Hughes, Gaston Phillips, Leonard Morrin, 

Alfred James, W. L. Gahring 

PART OF THE GANG AT WINBORNS AFTER THE PARADE 
* 

At left: L. A. Winborn; Front row, left to right: Lannie Claypool, Charlie 
Claypool, Pattie Ann Claypool, L. 4. Winborn, Arnold Slaymaker, Sandra and 
Barbara Garringer, Vernon Garringer, Stephen Hanson(front), Glenn Hanson, 
Jeffrey, Karl, Dwight and Erik Winborn, 
Back row, left to right: Mervin Dellamuth, Cordelle Claypool, Ralph Walter, 
Ann Hanson, Helen Hanson, Murray Evans, Ted Ressler, Lucille Evans, Elmer 
Iburg, Mary Hannon, Solveig ‘inborn, Alice Winborn. 
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Left to right: Karl Winborn, Bill Mabie, Robert Jones:, Herb Maas 
Joe Evans, Frank Holz, Ed Von Hoene, Melvin Witte, Alfred McSwiggin 

Defendant, Deane Cranston 
in custody of cop, Joe / y) 
Lillis, Roy Shellady, right. KANGA OO 

EVERYONE'S HAPPY, EVEN THE DEFENDANT 
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Cops Round Up the Offenders peo nD es and the Defendant 

ve fe RA " aly ihe 25) Hae ; gs ihe ‘ 

poe i< 
a 

av +h 
tit | 

bite i TE UA ae oe Lert to ‘Hight: Altred peanrenrg 
Left ty ry cey ae Thomas, Larry Coffman, Ed Von Hoene, Melvin Witte, 
Joe Lillis, George Stahl, Roy Shellady, Larry hae imeri 
Louie Winborn, Edgar Uhlmann 

NOT A elie ss -- JUST ake! Belay Ne BG OF sal pe LDS VERDICT. 
"aed Ry 

tee 

Clair Seuwert tacks administers "dunking" 
ceremony to Es Ae inborn, found guilty 
of carrying firearms without a license. 

ite pe ee DRAWING A GALLON OF BLOOD 

+e RO 
L. We Vanderlinden trims Edgar 
Uhlmann's "unsanitary" moustache. 

CENTENNIAL Haase AND es 

Bob Kaloupek is put "on leash" 
ane . nena and paroled to his new bride 

Left to cian James oe ee Bob for shaving his whiskers be- 
Murphy, Dr. James Riggenbach, veterinarian. fore his wedding. 
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ISROTHE [RS 
OF THE /3RUSH 

COMPETITION IS OVER 
Back to Normal. 

GRAND CHAMPION BEARD Burton Jones and 
Leroy Dietrich Gaston Phillips 

STRONG COMPETITION AT THE BEARD JUDGING CONTEST 
A: Ge ARE A 258 Te . ay 

— a 4 
f 

Front row (left to right): Bob Menary, Loren Stahl, Delmar Knock, 
Glenn Hanson, Jack Driscoll, Albert Mews, Jr. 

Back Row: Clair Sauter, Millen Sandersfeld, Ed Hudepohl Marvin 
Dhont, Leroy Dietrich, Jess Bean . 
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Bill Gahring Elmer Dietrich 

Mie RO U GLH. (iG2H A RsACO; TSE: RS 
eee. WN LAIN (C.0L UN T Rox Wire 

WHICH TWIN HAS THE TONI ? i sarees here 

Eitad 40 Der, Baris Des Oy 
(Before Centennial, and 

During Centennial) 

Melvin Livingston 

ran Hore Sterling Stoltzfus 
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" " CITY "SLICKERS" HOW ABCUT A TUNE, CUARTET? 

emt S| 

* 

Bob Elwood, O. E. Jones, Kenneth Oakes, Nolan Oakes 

CENTENNIAL SIESTA 
B. ‘ 

aS ; ones 

AREN'T WE CUTE? 

By 02% 1e A 
Leroy Dietrich and Harry Rathjen 

THREE OF THE ROUGHEST 
AER pave TOPE OTA! 

Waiting for the parade to 
start, Bert Eaton takes 
time out for a nap. 
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George Stahl, Henry Wetjen pack row, left to right: Mr. & irs. Melvin ‘itte, 

a) id de Henry Wetjen, Eldon “ille, Jess bean, Mervin Knock 

Front: Clair Sauter, Don Frick, Georgo & Elmer Stahl 
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DECORATING A RIBBON WINN 

SISTERS 
OF THE SWISH 

CHAMPION SISTER 
e. Fi 

S CF THE SWISH 
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Mrs. Carl Durr and 

Mrs. Gilbert Von Ahsen 

Left to right: First place--lrs. Irene Wetjen 
Mrs. Leona Klever and Miss Marilyn Fant 

MORE RIBBON WINNERS IN COSTUME COMPETITION 
il ae hatter rata ncterrentacnees v¢ z + 

Left to right: Mrs. Myrtle Peterson, Mrs. Virgie Stake, 
Mrs. Lucille Peilstein, Miss Mary Evans, Mrs. Carl Durr, 
irs. Albert Mews, Jr., Mra. Herbert Newkirk 
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Mr. & Mrs. Leo La Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Hradek 
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kr. & krs. Lew Yoder kr. & krs, Millen Sandersfeld yr, & Mrs. John Engel 
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Mr. & Mrs. L. A. Winborn Mr. & Mrs. Bill Williams 

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Williams, Jr. 

I & Mrs. Elvin Mumm Mr. & Mrs. Albert Mews, Jr. ul Ie G bi e 
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Mr. & Mrs. George Bean, Sr. 
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Mr. & kirs. George Rean, Jr. Mr. & Mrs. Dwight Gahring 
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GENERAL CHAIRMAN AND HIS LA 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Hanson 
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Tie Clair Sauter Family 
Vary Pam, Polly, Peggy and Clair 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Lipsius 

The Bill Vabie Family 
Warla, Bill and Grace 
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The Leroy Dietrich Family 
Left to right: Juanita, Ethel, Eleanor, 
Ronald, Leroy, Dolores, and Esther. 

The John Mattison Family 
Left to right: Jeanne, Jimmy, John, 

Jerry, and Ruth 
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The Charles Fetzer Family 

Halen, Billy 

Donnie, Charles, Nancy 
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The Charles Dietrich Family 

Back row: Janice, Shirley, Eunice 

Front: Florence, Sherri, Betty, Charles 
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The Nolan Cakes Family 
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, Marcy, Sandy, Joe, Teri 18 

Nolan, Laverna, 
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hannahan Family 
Julie, IK 
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Left to right 

The Burton Jones Family 
Rhys, Ramona, Bronlyn, and Burton 
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, Family 
Nancy, John, David, Adella, Kenny, Mike 

The John Engel 

THE JOE O'DONNELL FAMILY 
Joe, Olga, and Joe Allen 

The Marvin Dhondt Family 
Rickey, Nedra, Jerry, Marvin 

2 5 

/ 
4 
ef 

| 

4 

aber AP I «ffi oe 

eae Noreen 
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Mir. & Mrs. Howard Sti 

PES. fh The W. S. Watts Family 
Elizateth, Larry, Barbara,. Kay, Sandy and Star 

a banat eae 
: The James Garringer Family 
ratty, Anne, Kenny, Mary, ana "Doc" 
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Mrs. Clarence Doehrmann 

Lois and Gordon 
dak 

Kenneth Dane and Kevin 

NEIGHBORS i 
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—— Joe Allen O'Donnell , ; : 5 
Teresa Humphrey, Mrs. John and Jill Snoddy Mrs. Keith Dougherty and Linda 

Bullers, Mrs. Merwyn Jones 
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Fred Lipsius and granddaughter, 
Mary Beth Lenaghan 

Carl and Melvin Ahlberg 
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HIS HONCR, THE MAYOR, WITH HIS WIFE AND SIX DAUGHTERS 

: 
¥ 

There's not much "centennialish" about Mayor Gus O'Donnell in this picture 

unless it's his sailor straw hat. But with the girls -- It's different. They were 

all "Sisters of the Swish," and prize winners at that, as the ribbons will prove. 

Front row: Gus O'Donnell, Kathryn (Katy), Margaret Josephine (Joey), Mrs. lyrtle 

Q'Donnell. Back row: Patricia (Patsy), Rita, Teresa, and Rose Mary. 

HE'LL DC YCUR FANCY LETTERING FOR YOU. 
WILLIAMS BURG IS "ON THE MAP" 

a is 
. ee 

wt § oo 
phe aa 

pill Sears, Williamsbury's men's clothing merchant, 

does printing and lettering in his Spare time. (He did 

some of the page titles for this book) Ile was an extremely Mayor Gus O'Donnell points 

busy wan before the centennial helping local business men various points on the map of 

to print up material for the floats. He, lowever,found Williamaburg which hangs in 

time to work on one of his own ag tho pileture shows. With his office in the City Hall. 

him in his dauchter, !leanor Soars Chandler. 
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‘Chas, Claypool Family 
% 

Buhrmann 

Three Generations, Bean Family 

Charles, Cordelle, 
Lannie & Pattie Ann 

aN ate 
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ae \ : 

Left to right: James FPossehl, Carl 
Possehl, Wayne Von Ahsen, Duane Ifadoerin 

eee 

Left to right: Larry, George, Sr., 
Richard (above), Leslie, George, Jr. 

en . 

Cecil & Alfred Gors 
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Mrs. Joe Evans, Jeffrey and Peggy 

RIBBGN WINNING FANILY GROUPS 
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At left: Joe Evans Family (Jeffrey, Joe, Peggy, Esther, Mary), 

Center: Nolan Cakes Family (Laverna, Cary, Kathy, Nolan) 

Right: Burton Jones Family (Ramona, Bronlyn, Rhys, Burton) (lst vrize) 
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NEA. CENTENN/AL 
HONORED FOR LONG SERVICE IN THE TEACHING PROFESSION 

hav S. 

IE in 8 
sey 4, 

At the N. E. A. Centennial program in the Williamsburg Grade 
School Auditorium, April 4, 1957, ten Iowa County teachers were honored for the number of years they had served the profession. There was one for each town system and one for the rural teachers. They are left to right: Mary Walsh, H. C. Messer,. Edna McAdams, Marguerite Spratt, Roey Butler, 

1957 IOWA COUNTY COUNCIL OFFICERS 

Genevieve Burns, Gwendolyn Jones, Ferne Halverson, Richard 

1921446 
SOME IOWA COUNTY TEACHERS 

‘halen and Charles Vincent. 

J 
Vins Ais 

cite 

sae ead "4 ey Bi Paw a . i! io ah 

These teachers appear to be cooking up some plans 
for the Iowa County observance of the centennial 
of the N, E. A. (National Education Association). 
Left to right: Dale Pierce, program chairman; 
Mary Welsh, secretary-treasurer; Dorothy Ressler, 
president. Mrs. Ressler later went as a delegate 
to the national N. E. A. convention at Philadelphia 
where the Association was founded a hundred years 

previous. 

‘ AN APPLE FOR THE TEACHER 

eat A pe 

Bottom row, 1.to r: Dorotny Ressler, 
Frances Parker, Alice Suepple 
(Finnegan), 2nd row: Irene Elick 
(Olson), Mabel Vanderlinden, Lucile 
Osborn, 3rd row: Mary Welsh, Charlotte 
Crees. Dale Pierce at the top. 

ir many years 
of service were called to the platform they were presented 
with an apple by Mike Roemerman. The identifiable people in 
the picture, left to right, are Edna MoAdams, Richard Whalen, 
Mary Walah, Dale Piero, Manter of Ceremonies, Genevieve burns, 
Mike Roomorman, Kooy Butlor, Gwendolyn Jones, Ferns Halverson, 
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DRUM MAJCRETTE 

CENTENMAL 
PARADE 

HERE THEY COME 4 

Heading the parade is "the man on the white 

horse,” Roy Willey. Following him is the 

Color Guard, then the band. 

; ae 
ress edie re : 

Miss Jerilyn Oliver 

WILLIAMS BURG COMMUNITY SCHOOL BAND 
ANOTHER VIEW QF THE BAND 

} 

"aton twirlers ahead, band following At Eolbrook's centennial, 1956 

O THE CHIEF 
“” 1s $i REMMI 0 hye RRR ars ORR RE a ot hh 

HAIL T 

In the "convertible" driven by Tom McDonough, Jr. are 
Gov. Herschel Loveless (elevated), State Representative 
Pill Coffman (left), and Mayor Gus O'Donnell (right). 
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IL WWEERS RESTAURANT. 
A Oenig 
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Peterson & Frick Log Cabin 
4 + 

Gaston Phillips, Burton Jones: Families 
(Father ana Son Quartet) 

en 
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Williamsburg Maytag 
Store Float 
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— N. E. A. Centennial 
UNCLE ‘SAM Sponsored by Local Teachers 

Ervin Maas 
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TAL QUEEN & ATTENDANTS 
Y PROFESSIONAL MEN'S FLOAT - CENTENN 

Se tn Nernen (quoen), Mary Pat Beilstein, Sylvia Williams 
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CHURCH ORGANIZATION FLOATS 

“Seb Ps ae 

meENCOOIST * CHURCH 
Saee 

ST. PAUL'S METHODIST PRESBYTERIAN-CONGREGATIONAL (UNITED) 
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ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN (WILLIAMSBURG 
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN (YORK) 
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Gov. tersciel Loveless came by plane to attend Williamsburg's 
Centennial and landed in a field on the Koester farms east of 
town. Left to right: John Koester III; the pilot of the plane;. 
Anton Koester; Gus C'Donnell, mayor of Williamsburg; Governor 
Loveless; Bill Coffman, Iowa County's state representative; 
Jim Butler, chairman of the parade committee; and John Koester II 

THE GCVERNOR "RIDES HIGH" 

In the "convertible" driven by Tom McDonough, Jr. are 
Gov. Herschel Loveless (elevated), State Representative 
Bill Coffman (left), and Mayor Gus O'Donnell (right). 

THE GOVERNOR SPEAKS 

Ay = Be! 
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Left to right: Bob Hanson, general centennial Villiamsburg's centennial crowd 

chairman, Mayor Gus C'Donnell, Gov. Loveless, had the opportunity of hearing 

Representative Bill Coffman, and othor mayors their governor speak from the 
of Iowa County towns. grandstand in Central Park Square 
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Ce Pageant 
STAGE SETTING STAGE HANDS 

” eres ea 

= reer inn are maser” 
fi ‘3 ranean Kamee-md 

ante abies: on hs ire 

‘The Centennial pageant, MILESTONES 4 

aS The author, Theo. C. Ressler IN A CENTURY OF PRCGRESS was staged ’ penn r) 
just east of the baSeball diamond, with pied obs ba rae wr beds find 
the seating on the diamond itself... The sy Nha ey oo vaeing a pageant ler ee ee an mere"high-collared" activity. properties are listed from le o right: Here they are naili ab 3 
Log Cabin, Choir Risers, two stages with y ing up cardboar 

back-drops for the stage in prep- 
aration for the evening show. 

ee Tes eres 

light colored back-drops, Depot,and 
Indian ‘/igwam (not shown) 

CHOIR WAITING FOR THE SHOW TO STAR 
Ne ae 

Here is Theo. C, 
Ressler at his desk 
at Winborns typing 
out script for the 
pageant, "Milestones 
in a Century of Prog- 
ress," 

TWO VIEWS OF THE CENTENNIAL CHOIR IN ACTION 

<a ae 
a : A few of the singers at the extreme right were cut off the picture, the oneS in the center may be seen twice. At the left you see Mrs. Irene Wetgen playing her Ilammond Crgan. In center Ted nessler is directing. At the table are Rover Anderson and Kev. D. Merle ill, who narrated certain portions of the pageant. Harold Martin, chief narrator,does not show in the picture. 
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WAIT FOR THE “AGO ', AND WE'LL ALL TAKE A RIDE HER? CCLI2ZS THE BAND 

ty 
a | We Ve 

ast 
Left to rigr ib Naty oO? neKneli-, 

préegay terien Youth, Henry ; “ardenbure , driver stake, Ruth Ann James, Juay 
Jerilyn Oliver 

INTERPRETIVE INDIAN DANCING WELSH BOARD OF TRADE SCENE 
Aa RAPT EE) 

1. SSB ' puntraned ae one “elshman, Casey Jones, 

Shomer ‘b Bx Lopes Scout and some non-' “elsh folks who have ; 

from Cedar y Ppl i wandered in since Williamsburg's founding 

RAILROAD OPENING CALLS FOR SPEECHES 
CLD TIME SCHCOL SCENE 

Seated: Dale Pierce, master af cere= 
monies, Richard Pugh, Fred White, Mary Welsh wields the "hickory stick" 

Joe Evans, standing. e 
_LAYING THE co RNER STC NE ST. PAUL'S LUT ERAN SCENE 

Bea etfs 

Saal of Congregational Church re- 
enact historic scene of 1916 when Glandorf 
present church building was begun, one ; 

A group of members led by Cscar 
at the cabinet organ, 

sins a German chorale. 
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ie ee weGi TsO:  -CoRLU RC Hl eeu EMA ge DON pk ae tt 
(This miniature parade was part of the church episode in the pageant.) 

siOM Be Vegee6 | ACU OOF 

vas ‘the SONS lari pea Be . | The errs Benes ne 

Ls SUSHED THE PEDALS | THEY WENT BY "MULE POWER" 
Hibs 

“Sata 4 ss , th i A) : 

Soren aya Laverna Oakes bn Kg Cah af abe ii, Rik ea 

The Robert seiataain family 

AND THESE WENT BY WAY OF THE "HORSELESS CARRIAGE" 

MODEL i OLD BOL DST BR 

aia teste Dhondt and a adiay 

1928 CHEVROLET M DOOR SEDAN | MODEL A a a DOOR COACH 

ang Ya SA Ser 
WO adie oud Ao ah, 

RoE Smith atobhe twheed Mr. & Mrs Low Yoder 
. — ah 
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QUEEN CANDIDATES 

staat! aT 
, a 

SYLVIA WILLIAMS, ATTENDANT 

PAT BEILSTEIN, ATTENDANT 

# if 
: 

% 

KATHLEEN MAAS 
JANICE CLLINGER 

MARILYN FANT 

AUDREY LEWIS 

LA ys ecegtate RN 
2) ae 5 

MARY EVANS JANET AIINENS FENN HUEDEPOIL CARCLYN HAACK 
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KAREN JOHNSON 

oe ee oa = eee 
th RE wv 

JANICE STARKS 
ROSE MARY O'DONNELL 

MARLENE KORSTRR KAY ANN FRTEEN FAY ANN PRTCRK KaTHLREN LILLIS 
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Cliver added other popular 

Frome Jalent Show 

in television. 

Talent Show. 

REMARKABLE SOLO VOICE 

jihen it came to selecting ei 

a capable planner for the pias: 

home talent show, the logical 
choice was irs. swennie Cliver. 
Using some of the acts prev- 
jously used in her daughter 
Jerilyn's dance recitals, Mrs. 

local entertainers to bring 

to the Williamsburg Centennial 

guests a highly entertaining 

program which very well proved 
that “Williamsburg can excel in 
"show business" as well as in 
many other fields of endeavor. 

j ‘ eye aa 

Janice Ollinger has often 
charmed ‘illiansburg audiences 
with her voice of unusual pow- 
er and quality, and the talent 
Show and Pageant alike called 
upon her for appropriate se- 
lections. 

STILL FITS THE MOVERS avy 

nl 

Yembers of this group (plus Bob Ilughes, missing on 
this picture) were popular promoters of the Centennial 
activities. They were also fexntured in the Home Talent 
Show. Guitarist is Gaston Phillips, caller is John P. 
schlesseluann, violtnist is Leonard Morrin, drammer is 
PAL) Gabriieg, and plantot ta Alfrod Jamou, 

SON QUARTET 

recent 

Here is a group of Williamsburg 
entertainers that have won honors 

No wonder they 
were asked to be in the Centennial 

Left to right,. they 
are Burton Jones, Rhys Jones, John 
Phillips, and Gaston Phillips. 

"MANY BRAVE HEARTS 
ARE ASLEEP IN THE DEEP" 

CENTENNIAL QUEEN 
WAS INTRODUCED 

So sings Donald Hopp, 
Williamsburg's youthful 
"basso profundo" (or 
"basser" as the old timers 
of Choral Union experience 
label a good bass singer). 
The camera caught him 
on the word "hearts'’."Don 
gets plenty of opportuni- 
ties to displey his talent 
for hitting the low notes. 
He performed both in the 
pageant and in the Talent 
Show. 

"I AIN'T GOT NOBODY" 

ify 

Marilyn Werner 
"Niss Centennial" 

WILLIA:.SBURG*S 
IRISH TENOR 

Jack McGillicuddy 
has long been a fav- 
orite performer on 
programs in and 
around Williamsburg. 
Yo quite appropriate 
ly he sang at the 

Yrs. Benny Voelkel and her sis- 

ter-in-law, Mrs. Ruby Holden,, did 

a oomedy vocal number with highly 

entertaining aotion. 
Contonnial Talent 

Show. 
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CERTAIN A OWNeS FROM THE OLIVER S' CH O10cL) Tider 
DANCING Hite Roe Fy ESAcT Us Rebar ON THE TALENT SHO W 

JERILYN OLIVER MASTER OF CEREMONIES 

ner ee Uae 

Formerly a child movie 
Star of Hollywood, Jerilyn 
Cliver has returned to her 
native “Williamsburz to com- 
plete her elemertary and 
high school education. In 
her busy schedule she finds 
time to continue her sing- 

ing and dancing and,most 
unusual of all,to share her 
ability with other young 

Dennis (Denny) Oliver sparked 
Ferran tee e ot ees tae. the Home Talent Show the last eve- 
The dancing acts used in ning of the Centennial Celebration 
thn Palenk Show. denpdetrate as M. C., as dancing partner of his 
her ability as an instructor. sister, Jerilyn, and as dancer in 

his own right. 

THE Sree te Ue TSE PRES 

Kathy Cranston and Marvin Ollinger 
do several delightful dance numbers. 
Here they are in winter costume for 
"Winter Wonderland." 

LKA DANCERS 

es a. 

‘ 

re eg 

Left to right: Sus i Judy Gorard, D Diiiae ae 
Peep Me | ag era se . “4g hig Pres fet a ae , : : 5 — » Joun Sandra end Alfeo Boland being, a bit 

, ' ’ Rie ; ANgIG SILER of Old Wordd atmosphere Lo al) tamsbury. 
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HIS CAMERA CAUGHT 
THESE POSES. 

he pe wetiieg ria 
ns MISCELLANEOUS POSES 

fs 

PHOTOGRAPHED BY GEORGE P. MAAS 

‘ee Vea id 4: 

LEFT TO RIGHT: Larry, Helen, 

Loren and Mark Von Ahsen 

Sere . BUN . 

Clarence Doehrmann 

pag teehee nnsturiu: acy ceed 
ie Seen tyrucvennn acne ror * i 

Truman Boland a 

John Buser 

Flmer Stahl, Harry Rathjen, Ben Bean 

CENTE) IAL CHAIR, CENTINNIAL ALBUM, CENTENNIAL BEARD 

George Stahl, right, and -organ ‘illiams, left,, 

take turns sitting in the 100 year old chair and 

looking at the 100 year old album. The chair was 

originally used by John Henry Heitshusen of Iowa : 

Township. Fe was the grandfather of Mrs. Geo. F. - : ane 

Naas. Ee died in 1916 at the age of 93. The Jack Snoddy and David Boland 

family album is an old Maas fanily heirloom. 
HeIGH-HO SILVER 

ae | at 
qh rey 

Ruth Ann Burgy & Linda Williams ride in the parade 
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gS RRM peppy naka iia 
Williamsburg's busy school Superintendent 

Mr. H. C. Messer 

eda gs 

it 

Bel lcy,s tty 
‘ ante che yO Sore yet tea 

HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS' GLEE CLUB 

Mrs. Phyllis Martin, director, (right front) 

Ethel Balton 
Mary Welsh, Grade Principal 2nd Grade Teacher 

vee ei he 

Junior High Principal, Dale Pierce 
sane App TAT ERETENY, " 

MY 

if. poke Lan 

he band entertains at 

scat a il nae a 

Left to right: Lorelee Chandler 
Ruth Ann James, Katy O'Donnell, 
Peggy Chandler, Diane Cranston 

Night football made possible by light 
en soaiaiir oreraninsiinn: iurnememmmniammeerte 

half-time. 

SOME PRESENT PHYA SeErs OFF EeD\ Uv: Ast. 0 N 

Toh Wel Ebel AMS” BURG COMMUN T TY 68 C.F O00. L 

WILLIAMS BURG GOES TO MARENGO FOR A SWIM 

a 
Pt tae 

“a 

Fe ’ 4. “ 2 aR 

hae a ean Mo Fah 
- ON alti, 5 

Twice during the summer of 1957 the question of the construction of a swimming pool for Williamaburg waa. brought to a vote. Both times the issue failed to 
Carry the necessary majority. But this didn't stop 
the Williamsburg kids from Swimming. Here a group 
of them are headed for the Marengo pool. The driver 
of the school bus was Theodore Davolt (also the grade 
school custodian). Chaperoning them was Rev. D. Merle 
Hill. Left to right they are Rev. Hill, Diane Martin— 
son, Phyllis Carney, Pam Sauter, Duane Madoerin,, Herbie 
Iburg,. Larry Watts, Doug Furman, Bobbie Moll, Dickie 
Bullers,, Donald Mason, Joey O'Donnell, Marcia Newcomb, 
unidentified, Theo. Davolt,. Jerry Flannagan, Annette 
Petz, Joan Martinson, Larinda Dubishar, Rosanne Lillis. 

teme 

Virgil Roemerman,, vocational agricul ture instructor (standing) . Students left to right: Richard Schaefer, 
Phillip Jones, Harold Joseph, Howard Huedepohl, Kenneth Witte, Terry Hess 
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High School Principal 
Robert Murphy 
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THE CURTIS LANDA FAMILY 

Left to night: Curtis, ‘Aoi: Melanie 
Dorothy (Dane) Landa, and Moria Lande 

vie PRESIDENT see RTE THE DIETS s 

Dies 

Clair Sauter, eb ident of the Williamsburg 
Community Club presents the winners of the 
Centennial Queen Competition. Left to right 
are Clair Sauter; Mary Pat Beilstein, attend- 
ant; Marilyn Werner, "Miss Centennial"; and 
Sylvia Williams, attendant. 
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The lake at West End Park Leo Langley 
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WORDS-PICTURES- AND-PEOME 
TELL WILLIAMSBURGS STORY 

THE CENTENNIAL FIT HIS HOBBIES. 
<aaAiedicn nn 
“pettateigtr 

TO HAVE P 
we 

HER INTEREST WAS 
HOME TOWN HISTORY 

# , Uae st Us ee ae sey Die rr auek 

Tne fact that this book contains so many 
pictures is due in no small measure to the 
efficient work of Williamsburg's photograph- 
er, John Bullers. Many of the modern pice» 
tures were of his taking, and most of the 
historical pictures are duplicates of price- 
less prints which he re-photographed. On 
the walls of his studio he had Herbert Fry 
paint a mural of the southwest corner of 
the square so his patrons could have the 
"old Williamsburg" background for their 
centennial pictures. This view of the 
"professional™ was taken on a color slide 
by an "amateur" and then converted by Mr. 
Bullers to a "black and white” to include 
in this publication. 

Ted Ressler,, shown in "Brothers 
of the Brush" array, has a number 
of hobbies, history,,. photography, 
music and writing. The centennial 
Galled all these into play.. He 
investigated Williamsburg History,, 
incorporated his findings in a 
weekly newspaper feature, "Mile— 
stone 100" and in the oentennial 
pageant, "Milestones in a Century 
of Progress. He trained and con- 
ducted «a community chorus to assist 
in the staging of the pageant. And 
finally, his services were enlisted 
for compiling this centennial sou- 
venir book, 

Mary Hakes Jones (Mrs. 0. G. Jones) had reason to have an in- terest in Williamsburg history; her Brandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Jotn Remley, came to Williamsburg when there were only six houses in the area. She grew up knowing the early pioneers and their first generation descendants. Through her conversations with them and a@ search through written sources including back issues of the \j Journal-Tribune, she gathered her materials, She left several “\\iitypewritten accounts of various organizations and prepared a gen- Ayderal history for presenting in the form of a speech to the grade 
{children of the Williams- 

-cinaaaun burg School. It was this 
i Seog that provided the start- ag ss Se ee ing point for the investi- Although many Williamsburg stores had pations that were publish- 

centennial window displays, this one of oq in the Journal-Tribune 
Bullers:i Studio is the only one for which under the heading "Mile- 
@ picture was submitted for publication. gtong 100." 

POET, JOURNALIST ,, STATESMAN 
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THE PICTURE LABORATORY - BULLERS STUDIO 
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THE BEVERIDGES OF THE JOURNAL-TRIBUNE 
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IOWA COUNTY LORE TOLD IN 
RANSOM'S "PIONEER RECOLLECTIONS” 

In 1941 Harley Ransom pub- 
lished a collection of pictures 
and writings in a book called 
PIONEER RECOLLECTIONS. This 
roved a valuable source for 
ater investigations concern- 

ing Williamsburg history. 

gree tol oo ikea 4 
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It was June 1, 1957, when G. Wiley 
Beveridge and his wife, Margaret took 
over the operation of the Williamsburg 
Journal-Tribune,, succeeding the former 
owners, Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Halbasch. 

. u The Beveridges entered gyck irs lhe: ag 

her was one of the first spirit of the centennial activ es} an 

PEP te aay vet fascinating story of you can be sure there was plenty of work 
for them to do in handling the publicity t 

Williamsburg would look well in print, The printing and binding . publ ivations. © prin 4 

La hge epee! see chires ait tn bike of this centennial book and the details 
and subsequent artiolo of its publication have been handled by 

ie] Tribune, he sang the praises of Willide- the Beveridges, who are shom here by the 
WA} purg and set the pattern for the bistert- Pati eed s hisks eh 

onl aspects of this book, 
Harl ey Ransom 
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WELSH PIONEEPS FIRST TO SETTLE IN TROY TOWNSHIP 

In late fall, 1844, there arrived in what i i , th is today Troy Township, Iowa County, three young Welsh couples, Mr. and Mrs, William Evans, Mr. and Mrs, Evan D, Evans, and Mr. and Mes. Richa bugh> The 

— 

Evans men were brothers, and Mrs, Pugh was their sister. The hardships endured and the difficulties 
of all early pioneers of the périod. 
these pioneer women, but the men died compara- tively young and we have no pictures of them, We can also show i , : ; a picture of the near-ruins of one of the cabins they erected that first winter, the one that for years went by the name "Middle House," 

On their arrival in what is now Section 15 of present-day 
Troy Township, the three young Welsh pioneers, William and Evan 
D. Evans and Richard Pugh hastily erected a log cabin in which 
the families of all three resided until two more could be built. 
The one known as Middle House was one of the first if not the 
first of the threes. It was the home of Richard Pugh until his 
death. Then for a while it was vacant except for its possible 
use as a place for holaing school or church services. Later on 
it served as a residence for the family of Jotm ("Middle-House") 
Jones. 

Finally, Middle House was abandoned to fall into the run- 
down condition shown above. When Louis Iburg purchased the 
place on which it was located, he cleaned up the remaining 
boards and logs. Paul Talbot salvaged one piece to Save as a 
souvenir. Middle House stood along the road beside the point 
where the drive-way to Mr. Iburg's house begins. 

MRS. WILLIAM EVANS WITH DESCENDANTS 

ste, aSa eee Tito 

This picture furnished by Walter Evans of Cedar Rapids 

shows lirs. Sarah Evans (seateu in left center foreground) 

with her grand children and great grand children. Descend- 

ants still remaining in Iowa County are Truman Jones, 

Fardley Thomas and Mfrs. Floyd Williams, great grandchild- 

ren. Bobbie Williams, David Davies and lirs. Virginia 
Davies Grimm are great-great grand children. 

We will attempt an identification of those in the 

picture. Back row left to right: Aubrey Jones, Will Evans, 

Ann Evans Boland, Fred Jones. Seated at left is Nellie 

Jones. At the right of the bush from left to right are 

Will Jones, Grace Davis Shearer, and Walter Evans. In 

front of them are Alice Davis Black and Will Williams. 

At the left of the Grandmother Mrs. Sarah Evans is Irene 

Evans Acker. At her right is Ernest Evans. In front of 

the bush are George Jones, Mae Tuttle Whilock and Miles 

Jones. Seated and holding the baby (Leighton Thomas) is 

Edith Jones Thomas. Beside. her is Irene Thomas Jones. 

On the ground in the foreground left to right are Lena 

Jonos Brodie, Gertrude Evans and Etta Evans Hodgson, 

In the group of three from front to back are Helen Evans 

Johnston, Everett Jones and Lyle Evans. Then again from 

center to right are Nell Tuttle, Arnold Tuttle, Arthur 

one and Marcus Evans. 
a “the picture was taken at about the year 1894. The 

place was the old William Evans: home in fvansville, 

"FIRST LADY" CF WILLIAMSBURG AND CHILDREN 
bird oh anaes ” awe: at E Ds 

Mrs. Ann Evans Pugh Williams is important in 
Williamsburg history for two reasons, 4s Lirs. 
Richard Pugh, she was one of the first white set- 
tlers of Troy Township. Then after the death of 
Mr. Pugh she married Richard Williams who later 
founded Williamsburg. We have this picture of 
her six children supplied to us by her grand- 
daughter, Mrs. Clara Gittins Jones. Those in the 
front row with her are those by her first husband 
Richard Pugh. Those in the back row are her child- 
ren by Richard Williams. 

Bottom row, left to right: Mary Ann Pugh (Mrs. 
T. E. Gittins), Mrs. Ann Evans Pugh Williams, David 
Pugh, Richard Pugh (Jr.) 

Top row, left to right: Sarah Williams (lirs. 
Ed H. Jones), John Williams, Jennie Williams (Mrs. 
Tom P. Jones). 

Mary Ann Pugh was the mother of Ed Gittins 
ang Clara Gittins Jones. Richard Pugh, Jr. was 
the father of the late Elmer P gh, consequently 
grandfather to our present-day Richard Pugh. Sarah 

Williams was the mother of O. E. Jones and Charlie 
Jones of tne Farmers Trust anu Savings Bank anu the 

late Lrs. Tom Lewis, who was the mother of Mrs. 

Jeanette Lewis, wife of Dr. Lewis. 

MRS. EV 
eteesto 

For this picture we are indebted to Judge 
Harold D. Evans of Iowa City, grandson of 
Mr. and Mrs. Fvan D. Evans and gon of ‘vill 
R. Evans who also appears in the picture. 
Judge Evans says the picture must have been 
taken prior to 1887, as that was the year 
of his grandmother's death. 

Seated are David E. Evans (a former banker 
of Williamsburg:, Mrs. Evan D. Evans (Jane), 
and Birs. Jennie E. Jones, wife of Dr. Joseph 
E.. Jones, early Williamsburg physician, 
Standing are John Rh. Evans at the left and 
Will RK. Evans at the right. The latter 
two were Williansburg merolhants. Will R. 
Rvans was also Wilitamsburg's firat mayor. 
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WELSH /NFLUENCES IN WILLIAMSBURG 
"WELSH TEA" IN WILLIAMS BURG 

f aad $ wea i 

Sideheiuyts 3k oD We Pores 

ees 

This picture was supplied to us by Mrs. Catherine Sears. It 

was taken at about the turn of the century in the Trojan Opera 

House. The folks shown were either native Welsh or first gen- 

eration descendants all dressed in Welsh costume. Tea drinking 

among the Welsh people was not only a personal habit; it was a 

social custom as well. Left to right, those shown are Ellen 

Evans Jones, Howell Williams, Jr., Mrs. Ed Evans, Mrs. Howell 

Williams, Mrs. Grieves, Irs. Ed Jones. E. D. Evans, Mrs. 

Lewis D. Jones. 

We 
me 

On April 1, 1956, the ladies 
of the First Congregatfonal 
Church dressed in ‘.elsh costume 
to serve a St. David's Day ban- 
quet. On June 6 they held a 
"Welsh brerkfast." These ob- 
Sservances were largely in honor 
of the centennial of the found- 
ing of their church by Welsh 
pioneers in 1856. Thus for one 
hundred years the Welsh influ- 
ence had left its mark in 
Williamsburg. There had been 
the speaking of Welsh, Welsh 
church services, Welsh singing, 
Gymanfas, and Eisteddfods dur- 
ing this period, an era now 
considerably changed through 
the blending of the various 
other nationalities with the 

original Ylelsh. Except for a 

few people who can still speak 

jelsh, this language is some- 

thing we"talk about" instead 

Ofe valine! 
Welsh was the language of 

two churches in \jilliamsburg, 

the Congregational in which it 

was spoken until 1911, and the 

Calvinistic Methodist until 
1919 when that institution 

closed its doors for lack 

of enough members to continue 
7 

The Gymanfa or "Big Meeting" was characteristic of Welsh religion. The Williamsburg 

Congregational Church, originally known as the "welSh' Congregational Church” was a 

member of @ group of four churches that shared a Gymanfa. It 

plete the circuit, allowing each church to play host to the other three. 

at each church lasted three evenings and two days. 

from one community 
ete. Because the communiti 
arrangements had to be made t 
resembling a camp meeting or 

o provide shelter and 

took two weeks to com- 
The meetings 

The remaining time was spent getting 

to another or in a break for the looking after necessary chores, 

es were somewhat distant from each other (25 to 50 miles), 
food for the visiting families. While 

old fashioned revival in many respects, the Gymanfa was 

more given to strengthening the faith of those who were already members: of the churches 

than to the winning of new converts(who would not have understood the language anyway). 

There was very eloquent preaching both on the part of the preachers of the member church- 

es but also guest preachers who happened to be available. 

was no doubt the most enjoyable feature of 

WELSH COSTUME participate. 
sermons, inspired though they were. 

eloquent, bringing forth a hearty response 

The Eisteddfod was a Singing and 

public speaking féstival at which 

the member organizations competed 

for cash prizes or medals. The 

judge bore the title of "adjudicator." 

Participation in an Eisteddfod meant 

a trip to the town of one of the host 

members, usually Des Moines or Albla. 

For many years the Williamsburg 

Choral Union under the leadership of 

Ellis Lloyd competed in the Bistedd- 

fods, and usually with a fair amount 

of first prizes. In addition to the 

Welsh people of the town who were in- 

terested in the Choral Union, there 

were some non-Welsh who belonged. 

Although it is still possible to 

attond Eisteddfods in Wales and a 

few places in the United States, in- 

terest in this sort of thing has de- 

clined, and Williamsburg has had no 

part in them since abont 1920. 

> "= x = * * 

3-4 

i 

a 
: ‘ 

Ais. 

ant 
Na 

1X) 

Mrs. Janora Jones 

WE'RE JONESES ,, 
, 

ata * 

picture of her 
Welsh costume. 
and Larry David (right) are child- 

ren of her son, Robert. 

and Rebecca Sue (second and third 

from left) are children of her 

gon,John D. Jones. 

The singing of Welsh hymns 
all, for everyone could 

Singing also helped break the monotony of the long 

The prayers were also very 
of "Amens.* 

IN WELSH COSTUME TOO 

‘rg. Janora Jones submitted this 

grandchildren in 
Judith Ann (left) 

Kathleen 
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THESE SCHOOLS HAVE SERVE “D WILLIAMSBURG YOUTH DURING THE PAST CENTURY. 

Completed in 1858, this two-story frame building served until 1887. Until 
1866 when Williamsburg became an indenendent district, the school was part of 
Troy School Township, designated Sub-District No. 1. This structure faced 
north at the corner of Court and Welsh Streets. The picture was taken from the 
Southeast corner of the square. The trees at the right are where the Gus 
O'Donnell Hardware Store now stands. 

THIS BUILDING HOUSED THE HIGH SCHOOL Ree pees CMe ee) —1208 FROM 1908 UNTIL 1957. GRADE SCHOOL DNS Ne 19585 

The present Se grade school at the right was the result of two building 
programs. In 1936 the construction of the two story part at the left was 
authorized by vote to replace the old grade school shown directly above it. 
Then in 1957 the one story extension was added to the south of it. 

The high school, shown at the left, was completed in 1957. It incorpor- 
ates all the modern trends in school architecture. Situated at the west 
edge of Williamsburg, it accommodates =: both the junior high and senior 
high classes. 

A re-organization plan enlarging the Williamsburg Independent School 
District to bring in twelve former separate districts into the new Williams- 
burg Community School District in 1955 necessitated the building program to 
give children of the area a better educational opportunity. 
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Early FarniNes 
WILLIAM FALKENBERG FAKILY AND OTHERS THOKAS E. GITTINS FAMILY 

okt 

cee at 
Left to rig rtrude Gittins Albert, T. E. 
Gittins, Jane Gittins Evans, Clara Gittins 
Jones, Mrs. Mary Ann Pugh Gittins, Ann Gittins 

Hull, Ed Gittins,.Seated: Roy Gittins 
Fe a ¢ we. aD oF oe a em 

Standing, left to right: Min (Teggatz), William 
Falkenberg, Alma Falkenberg (Witte), Mrs. @us Ristau, Anna 
Schultz (Wetzel), Mra. Wilhelmine Falkenberg. Seated: Mrs. BROTHER, SISTER, AND IN-LAWS 
Elizabeth Schultz Eckhardt holding son Lyle Eckhardt, George , : 

Eckhardt, Mrs. Emilie Ristau Werner. Picture 1901 by Gus Ristau. 

a 

THE JOHN J. JONES (DELAWARE) FAMILY 

ee 

NE GOL i SCR Be Py 
David R. Pugh of Cedar Rapids provided 
us witb a "tin type™ of his father and 
mother, Richard Pugh II and Sarah Jones 
Pugh (seated). Standing are Thomas E. 
Gittins and Mary Pugh Gittins, parents 
of Ed Gittins and Clara Gittins Jones. Ae 1 iM. GRA? ee . 

Seated are John J. Jones and his wife, Gwenllyn. Standing 
are their children, left to right: Sarah Jones Pugh, David 
J. Jones, John T. Jones, and Ann Jones snwyl. 

SEYMOUR RE-UNION, MAY 23, 1914 
aes Ke 4s 

JAMES NICHOLAS FAMILY 

AS Ge os st Bert She ‘ : tz, Ire Ct Seated are Mr. and Mra. James Nicholas, Their children Seymour holding Belek Bdeards MAR Maeey hetnoue are left to right: Idwal, Daniel, Blaine, Arthur, Martha (Chase) holding Virginia Snavely,. Nicholas Harbert, Howard, Robort, and Harry. Children in front: Kenneth Harrington, Luoile Harrington 
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WILLIALISBURG'S FIRST CARGO 
THE RA PER CA D 

BR. TD) ReGae PR Ces erer ROT Thy 

Te bee RE Sp Se Te a OS 

z MILWAUKEE ROAD STILL SERVES WILLIAMS BURG 

I 

: L 

pentaite.! ri TE EN acon) Bassai ree W 
so taken by Ww. Re Long, was taken the day construction 

from the north reached Williamsburg. Note the ties and sections of track A 
on the flat cars for continuing the road on south. The scene is at the 
north edge of town probably where the track crosses Old Man's Creek. U 

‘ K 
RAILROAD CONSTRUGTION, 1884 STYLE ‘ 

E it . Yuan 

i a / gy Weevy merchandise such as feed ingred- 
f: fents, lumber and coal still arrive 

R in “illiamskurg by rail; hence it's 
advanta:zzeous to be near a railroad. 

oe See 4 WCOR ST;TICN AGLI T 
a I CLIFFORD CARVES Jf 

1Re RAW ni: 

L 

W 

A 

; re fe ne 
; aaa ibs fa peddle ie (sabe Ek onli Bibo Be Re Geet ee - 

This picture supplied to us by Mrs. Bertha Long Jones bears her father's stamp 
on the back, "W. R. Long, Landscape Photographer.” It was taken somewhere north 
of town while the Milwaukee Railroad was under construction, back in 1884. As 
everyone knows, railroads must have a fairly level track. This means cutting 
down the high places or building up the low. In the past, a favorite way of 
building up the low places was by means of an elevated wood framework knowm 
aS a trestle. The construction train and crew are her shown on such a trestle. 
Many trestles have since been replaced by fill-ins of dirt, as has been the 
case of the scene of this picture. 

DEPOT TO POST CFFICE -- LAST TRIP 

onductor & Motorman pose 
gon occasion of last mail 
Gelivery. Note Tal Jones! 
truck at the right. 

ay 

' THE OLD DEPOT 

a ‘ : #4 Me BR RSE ah | 

This picture was taken im 1950 when mail service by train } 
was discontinued in favor of Star Route delivery. The job 
of hauling the mail from the depot to the post office was 
last held by Tal Jones and his gon Lewis Jones, shown in 
the picture. This was their last delivery; it marked the 

ee 
eee wo Qa are 

p 4 Sain aeneemrrene Te .: | 
LR Atego Gaiam tater ee eee 

Naalacis onli: <a ain hale Mapu inthe Bibi 0 ¢ € R309 od so) 
end of an era when the railroad was all-important in keeping 
Williamsburg in touch with the outside world. This building burned during the winter of 1935-36 
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A panoramic view from the foot of eluh jtreet shows industries that thrived along the 
ratlroad. The style of the cars would indicate the time was about 1920. The rounded effect 
of the pieture comes from iaving a camora rotate slowly on the tripod to tako in a wider area 
than what io poutble with a ostradecht anapuhot. Note the coal Loadinuy ramp at the right where 

Cars of Coal wore backed up and dumped in the bins that later released then into the "tender" 
cars an needed. W$Litamsburg was a coalliy and watering station for the Milwaukee locomotives 
in tog daya before Diesel locomotives displaced steam locomotives, 
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HERE ARE SOME MEN YHO LOVED TO SING. METHODIST PLAY AT THE TROJAN OPERA HOUSE 

a a = rey : ey ~ ' 

OUST) SADE Es ita 
7. ” - eS reas oe ‘ a 

sR. AaB os 

* AI» Ss ee Pretty font ata vy Sates, | 

right: Charlie Lee, 0. G. 
Jones, unidentified, unidentified, Howell 
Williams, Jr., Homer freeze, Re. £. Misbach 
Asa Hall. Seated: Ellis Lloyd, Meredith 
Lloyd, Harley Ransom, John Williams, David 
Williams, David James, Blaine Nicholas. 

va mer. Standing, left to right, Lily Long (Hanaford), 
Ae AW wre meee UN-identified, Mrs. Martin, Lyman Hanaford, Mr. 

Bs fh eee ya Martin (photographer). Middle row: Dr. Gardner, 
gens rae: Mrs. Walter Harrington, Mr. Jenks, Mrs. Garder, 

‘+, Maude Smith (Nicholas), Mayme Cook (Edwards). 
- 9 Front row: Mr. Snell, Alma Lortz, Billie Pierce, 

Mrs. Snell, Elmer Pugh, Maggie Storey (Gardner) 

_ VILLAGE BELLES 
se 

MA PU Stele Ae ieee Pie x 

Miss Minta Williams supplied us with this picture which 
shows some Presbyterian Church members with the old Trojan 
Opera House as a background. She identifies them as follows: 
The younger girls in front are Nell Pierce and Carrie Morse 
(left to right). Others left to right are Harry Ogden, John 
McFarland, Lottie Poyneer, Leighton Morse (back), George 
Fletcher, Harry Carmichael, Mrs. Clara Harris, Mrs. Hanna 
MeCleod Hughes, Mary Pierce, Mrs. Annie Stephens, Rose Long 
Irma Threlkeld, Mrs. Edith Henderson, Annie Smith Yates, vot foal a : a it 
Teresa Humphrey, Mrs. Morse, Theo Lyon, Edna Ogden Oliver Mrs. Nell Cook who supplied us with the 
Raymond Cgden, Mina Ogden Carmichael. above picture says it was taken by Mrs. 

Walter Harrington. Front row, left to 
rdght: Gertrude Gittins (Alberts), May 
Egbert. Back row: Nell Pierce (Hart), 
Nell Jones (Cook), Mae Gittins (Tipton), 
Ann Gittins (Hull), Mary Felver. 

THIS DOUBLE QUARTET WAS A PRESBYTERIAN CHOIR 
Rap bi34 pee tj : 

see “gs ae Saaei.<) suf 
a wee Bes 

; re a a ‘ 

and the one 
of the double quartet. She identifies them as follows; bse, Pek i he! i 
Back row (left to right): Eva Jones (Thomas), T. T. Osborn, bhi) gus. ' Mey ae 
Annie Gale (McFann), Nettie Long (Lewis), Cora MoDougal, 
(Jenkins), R. W. Pugh, Effie Murchison, Mary Perkins (Cook) Top row, left to right: Mayme Jones, Hattie 

2nd row: Sadie Osborn, Allie McDougal (Jenkins), William Seymour (Tanner), piss McDougal (Jenkins), 
Beck, Cassie Evans (Jones), Will McCleod., Frout row: Amelia Jones (Popham : ae 
Mollie Richards (ltoberts), Frank Tomasek, Dora all, Hattie Bottom row: John Shaul, Will McCleod, 
Seymour (Ransom - Tanner) Tilford Hall, M. A. Sheatz (the choir leader) 
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BUSINESS IS Goon 
IN WILL AM SBURG 

INTERIOR CF WILL R. EVANS 

* Breet a 

This picture was taken in 1904 or Tat) de. 

aut “wel 

Wild Re rene son of 13 Township's earliest BS TG Fares, Mr. and Mrs, Evan D. fvans, and first mayor of villiamsburg, was one of “illiamsburg's early merchants. His store was below the Masonic Hall at the south end of the west side of the Square. This brick structure replaced a frame building formerly moved to the south side of the square (now Howard 
Harrington's garage) 

Cn the left are D. Nilton Jones and “ill R. Evans. The larze man tn the right aisile is Li) Kx. Parkhurst, salesman and Nay Mayne is back of the counter. F 

S CF WILLIAMSBURG, READ THE "JOURNAL-TRIBUNE" 

eenhing ma the Totus re Aa ae Gallagher. Seated at the 
linotype is R. WW. Childress. There has been a newspaper 
in Williamsburg since 1884, 

CHRISTMAS DISPLAY FOR ‘tHE ses MEAT RAREES, 

Rie ald 

Nell Jones Cook provided us with this pic- 
ture. First her father, then her brother 
operated the Jones Meat Market on the South 
Side of the square. Refrigeration was sup-" 
plied by natural ica, 

HARKRTS ELEVATOR 

Servod Willlamuburg Community 
mors than a half century 

Elmer Harris! father and grand- 
father, Walter F. and C. A.C. 
Harris respectively started the 
firm Ilarris & Son in 1885, In 
1917 1t was again Harris and Son, 

this time Walter and Elmer. The 
firm continued in businoss until 

1947, when it was purchased by 
Winborns. The part bearing the 
name had just been finished at 
tho timo this piebture was Lakon. 
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BUSINESS FROMOTION - HORSE AND BUGGY RES Ee 

TN 
ST ee 
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. 
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After Durr Bros. took over the Evid Building (now Papritz' 
Maytag Store and Langley's Jewelry Store), they sponsored a 
"Buster Brown Day." Buster Brown and his dog Tige were present, 
but because of the fact tiey were in the shade of the canopy, 
they do not show too clearly in the picture. 

George P. VaaS Says he recollects this occasion when he was 
a boy. Every now and then a voice would shout out, "What kind 
of shoes are you going to buy?" The answer from the "kids" 
would then ring out, "Buster Brown shoes!" Then the question, 
"“here you going to buy them?" And again the response, "At 

Durr Bros," 

WIL GL TA Mys, BURG CREAMERY 

* heed 

This. picture Supplied to us by irs. EB. E. Montgomery, shows 
the old “illiansburg Creamery which stood near the site of the 
present Burg Implement Company. 

-d Lontgomery, buttermaker, is standing in the doorway. 
fhil Jones and Lorena are unloading milk. Others shown are 
Petcr Norrin and James Rush. 

In the early days, people brought whole milk to town each 
day. The milk was then separated at the creamery. 

. Below was George Teggatz' prodace sta- 
» 4 tion on the north side of the square 

at the site of the present- day Journal 
Tribune. The "feathered men" were "dry- 
picking" chickens to ship out un-draw 
or "New York dressed." Left to right 
the men are Henry Tegsatz, Dutch Cook, 
Roscoe (Bud) Mayne, Charles Tegratz, 
Mike Eggleton, Vish Simpkirs, George 
Teggatz and Elisha Schooley, drayman 
who hauled the barrels to the depot. 
The same produce house is shown at the 
left when it was owned by C. J. Lee. 
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EXTERIOR, ARCVE; INTERIOR, BELCW-Cr TCHASEK HARNESS SHOP 
penereeenge , 

Ket “PS Seen * a, 2 i 4 According to Minta Williams, daughter 

ce ; ag: ~~ of Ww. Frank Villiems, this picture was 
taken during 1894 in front of his shop 
in a Space nov occupied by the Lillis 
Variety Store. At the left edze of the 
picture is Albert kiorse who ran a store 
in the building now housing Hogan's 
Hardware Store. At that time the harness 
Ssiuop was So nerrow tiat itr. Williams often 
referred to it as the "two-by-four" build- 
ing. Just south of it was a restaurant 
occupying a considerably larger area. A 
later remodelins divided up the area, the 
north side becoming a restaurant and the 
south side a barber shop (the frame struc- 
ture establishments that were destroyed 

by fire a few years ago.) 

. é +3 eta i wu. “S 

The boy on the pile of lap robes is Francis Tomasek, 

now an attorney in Grinnell; Frank Tomasek, Standing, 

was for many years a harness maker of Williamsburg. 

The building now houses Glandorf and Mayberry Electric. 

JUST FCR CCETRAST 

we show you this 
modern scene at 
the same corner 

where Highway 149 
.crosses the I.i/.V. 

— The upstairs of 
- the modern build- 

ay Past served as an 
armory for train- 

ws ing the tational 
~e;'!Suard, also as a 

gymnasium for the 

Pera : rant PeRY 5; Ha a’ fe F ‘school. 

; Mere ies rie ee Boe |. ee 7; Tue old build- 
re ; 3 

ta Rael /\ ite SS diets : he ” eAins curries tie 

CROSSROADS OF IOWA COUNTY  ~ ts . Gxt ioien “vans Heed 

domo WHERE THE T.W.V. CROSSES #149 ti a ere ree mee Carn. 
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was taken at about 

the "turn of the century". Identification is from left to right: 
George E. Poyneer, Mi. J. Kelly, Harry =. Full, Evan J. Owen, Robert E. 
Owen, Thomas J. Svans, tvan ©. Edwards, and David O. Jones. 
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These men are some of the pioneers w 
Then at retirement age they often met in the park to discuss the 
"cood old days" as well as the issues of the day. They were knowm 
to the people of the town and county as the "Board of Trade" 
Left to risht: David R. Evans, Benjamin Harris, William H. Jones, 

(Cringoid), Owen R. Jones, Robert Powell (standing), David T. Jones 
(Kentucky), David Davis, John ‘/. Davis and David Roberts. The younger 
man standing is Howell Williams, Jr. 

| MODERN CENTENNIAL VERSION - WITH SOUND EFFECTS 

Ae Nee he eae 

se men consented to por 
They are left to right: Roy Willey, William Von Ahsen, £d 

Mrs. Marvin 

“Th 
pageant. 
lluedepohl, fred Nash, Elias Jones and Arnold Slaymaker. 
Bricker, carrying the microphone, asked the questions of the members 
of the "panel". The 1957 questions and answers were probably less 
Serious than they would have been back in about 1907. 
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THEY RODE HIGH IN THE "NINETIES" NOW WE GO PLACKS. 
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Maw eee ee Transportation in Williamsburg made 
Sea: Ot mana at 1 + } ro a C S Ce Sea PRO R sags SE quite a change in a decade. 50 did 

Mere is Walter Harrington with his hi¢h- 
wheeled bicycle, in proper apparel for 
riding it. The picture was supplied by 
Mrs. Howard Harrington from the collec- 
tion left by Mr. and Mrs. Walter 
Narrington when they were Williamsburg's 

the boy. He and the young man are 
the sane, namely, Howard Harrington. 
With him in the top picture is Nanny, 
his goat. Below you see him with his 
home-made automobile which he built 
when he was only sixteen years old. 

official photographers. 

VALS picture of Mr. and Mrs. Walter Harrington and their 

lege ce 
fe 

be 

Oldsmoblle was taken from 1 1903 calenia. ard supplied to 
us by Mrs. Howard Harrington. ‘The Oldsmociile ‘ras the first 
car in Williamsburg and the second of its kind ‘1 "he state 
of Iowa. Mr. Harrington, one time Williamsburg pnotographer, 
later went into the automobile business and sold Ovorlands,. 

The present Howard Harrington Garave was his placo of business, 
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HOME AFTER A DAY AT THE WILLIAMSBURG FAIR BACK 
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In the buggy leading the procession are Mr. anc Mrs. 0. G. 
Jones and Cora Hakes. Drawing the vehicle is "Old Claude." 

WHAT FOR BIRD IS THIS? 
(oh Sepa mer 

ey iat oo Boge mes 3 

Not a photograph, this 
post card advertises 
the Williamsburg Fair 
of 1907. The lady on 
the bench is being licked 
by the black cow behind 
her. Thinking it's her 
boy-friend, she says "Oh, 
Percy! How Dare You!" 

At the first fair in Williamsburg the "chicken" 
shown her was exhibited. It was built by wW. k. 
Long, who was one of the prominent poultry men 

of the time. He used Milton Barnard and lkioscoe 
Mayne in relays for power to propel the fowl. A 
pair of cow horns were fastened to the legs for 
spurs. The picture shows Ray Mayne, "Janitor Bill" 
Williams, Milton Jones, Walter Long, Mr. Seiler, 
and Evan Evans admiring the bird. 

WHAT'S GOING ON NOW? 
A BALL GAME, WE THINK. 
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Above were tha 
winners at the Ce- 
dar Rapids and Mus- 
catine Tournaments 
of the Iowa State 
Firemen's Associa- 
tion. L. xeil, 
Charles Maris, 
Aubrey Edwards, Joe 
Yates, Harry Car- 
michael, Lew Ed- 
wards, John Jones, 
Milton Jones, Tom 
McDonnell, Roscoe 
Mayne and Felvert 
were anead on the 
line-out of the 
picture. The ob- 
ject of the "hose- 
cart" races was to 
see who could get 
to°> the, fire. first 

and put it out.. 

Earl Enochson 
supplied the pic- | 
ture which was used 
in Harley Ransom's 
"Pioneer Recollections." 

This picture furnished by Mrs. Howard Harrington shows a foot-race on the 
south side of the square. Our guess is that it was taken about the year 1900 
and that it was at a 4th of July celebration, for there are flags being. displayed. 
Most of those watching the race are men and boys. Whether it was lack of inter- 
est or propriety that kept them away, we don't know; but the ladies are seen 
mostly in the buggies, visiting on the sidewalks, or proceeding on their way 
apparently unmindful of the "big doings" in the arena. 
SIR: Re Sette Cae eect pes eager 

THEY WERE GOOD IN 1903. 

The picture at the left is 
Williamsburg's high 8chool baseball 
team of 1903. Identification is 
from left to right. Seated: Fred 
Poyneer, Bill Perry, J. D. "Jane™ 
Lewis, Ralph Evans and Fred Fletcher. 
Standing: Earl Lortz, Bob Nicholas, 
Pete McCune, George Dane. "Jane" 
Lewis (who still maintains an 
interest in baseball)was catcher. 
Fred Poyneer was pitcher. The 
place the games were played was 
Hakes' Pasture, northwest of the 
Old Man's Creek Bridge on Highway 

‘ 149. The fact that Williamsburg 
= aes, Nee High School beat the state champions, 
Ee Cedar Rapids, on two occasions 
eS “. was proof of their excellent ability. 
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SOME "OUT-~OF-~THE-ORDINARY" PERSONALITIES OF WILLIAMSBURG'S HISTORY 

PRACTICAL NURSE FOR "Mira. Mary. AS Gagodden PIONEER AND CIVIC LEADER 

THREE GENERATIONS OF Spellman resided in Williams- gts. 
burg for 67 years, and long ah hee. « 

followed the calling of a ES coe 
practical nurse. She was LE Ee, 
present at the ushering in ; a ; of more babies than any gs? MR lag 
nurse that ever lived in this ag 
county. She was known in Ree y 
countless homes, and she nev- 
er forgot the army of child- 
ren at whose coming into 
the world she officiated. 

Women may come and go, but 
Mrs. Spellman will still re- 
main in the hearts of all 
who Knew and loved her. It 
is; felt that the wonderful 
human sympathies she pos- 
sessed were accounted This 
for in part through 
those to whom she 

‘ministered, and nat- 
urally were extended 
to all mankind." 

is Thomas Hanson, Irish 
immigrant who settled in 
southeast Troy Township soon 
after the arrival of the three 
Welsh pioneer families. Many 
present inhabitants of the 

The above quotation Williamsburg area trace their 

ahi hid ae olipping ancestry to him or his brothers, 
furnished by lirs. Mr. Hanson was one of Iowa 
Florence Frazier, a County's early commissioners 

pniese (of Mra. Speltmans, “who helped divide the county 
Mrs. Mary Spellman 

CS me are: 

rae Spellman was eA at into townships and name them. 
the time of her death, C PERE  whioh Bocarréa: in’ 1907. FIRST SCHOOL TEACHER 

(ae | 
as 

~ 

- 

» 

hie : 
ee te AS 3% oe 

ate 

: Teoh taal 

Ma Mrs. Hannah Minerva Long 
¥4 was the original owner of This is Mrs. William 

R. Long, who in 1896 
made an enormous flag © : As ie. pons Gnu 

corrEne ass ea fe en htag de ie fil Rat ane ¥ phe wy farm later became the 

the old Opera House Py ye phran h Nasue tare. dao! Hannah M. Long Addition. 
and served aS an inspi yi 
rution for many a pat- «>; 
riotic occasion in Caen: 
Williamsburg. 

-first to teach school to 

“av Williamsburg children, and 
that in her own home. 

‘ 

WILLIAMSBURG'S NURSERY WOMAN, MRS. HATTIE TANNER 

Williamsburg has both past and present had its share of people who were 
blessed with "the green thumb." And one of the most notable of these was Mrs, 
Hattie Seymour Ransom Tanner. She could both raise the flowers and arrange 
them into a bouquet with expert taste and ability. She planted trees in the 
park; she took orders and delivered fruit trees and plants. This picture 
supplied to us by Mrs. Tanner's daughter, Mrs. Earl Enochson, shows this re- 
markable woman in a suitable setting, in her garden with her flowers. 
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This picture and the following quoted paragraph appears in 
Harley Ransom's book PIONEER RECOLLECTIONS. We secured the pic- 
ture from Harl Enochson. Henry Halverson was liettenant of the 
organization and had charge of the Williamsburg branch of the 
unit. Practice was held in the upstairs of the present Smith Ww 
Garage. In the days prior to World War I, when the cavalry Nleyd VEE eee 
unit was in existence, this building was known as "The Armory.” Keil's right foot. bote Roscoe Holden at his right "Troop C belonged to the FirstS§quadron of National Guard o ; 
Cavalry that was orflAanized in the United States, It was headed 
by Captsitn Ray Yenter of Oxford where half of Troop C was 1lo- right. 
cated. Among those show in the picture are Henry Halverson, 
Glenn Halverson, Floyd Edwards, Grant Olson, Milford Engelbert, 
Marcus Faltinson, Will Davies, Russell Williams, Roscoe Holden, 
Red Hoyt, R. G. Keil, David Williams, Elisha Schooley, Erdis 
Burns, Lloyd Edwards, Robert Harris, Jimmie Miller, Herman 
Greider, Inwin Jones, Farl Enochson, Fred Edwards." 

bee saga OF vain 
SE tres “nn 

a 

Ev emt PS SN UM Tt 
Top man on the pile is 
R. G. Keil, next high 
is Marcus Faltinson, 

tom row center is Milford 
Englebert,Lloyd Edwards, 

"OFFICERS ROW" IN CAMP AT IOWA CITY 

by 
if 

er 

Poe 
hs 
& 

ARLY WILLIAMSBURG HI 
ee 

The picket fence, 
prove that this picture was taken Some time ago; the 
school books show that the boys were on their way home 
from school. Left to right: Ed McDonald, Frank 
Hastings, Osborne E. (Oz) Jones. 

Re Tcr dott ae 

center, Leonard 
‘ Si ma ea Davis, Top right, Old School Grade and High on south 
“Troy Twp. Ho. 4 side of present Grade School Lot. Middle row, left to 

| (Delaware) School rights Minnie Pierce, Iva Johnson, Maggie Jones, Mae 
3 miles N.W. of McEachran, Mattie Jones. Bottom row: Susie Hanson 
Williamsburg, (Nolan), Walter Smith, Eva Davis, Ray Mayne, Nell 
1895 or 1896. Flanagan. 

~ Top left, Principal Hukill,. Top 
$3 Aves 

A WILLIAMSBURG HIGH SCHCOL CLASS RIGMIC 

oe 
, Second uh acs a TES 

3 My , Owen, Mary Gardnor, $ * Math, OR ae ae . sees § it & ‘uipht: Samnie Migg, Orville shenedes ‘i ’ . 

sins ns eet eeeae iva Lge, Dannie lige, Clark Jonna, Ave Top row: Bess Ogden, Alice Davis, Belle 
ou Peaks Jones, Kniph Jonon, David R, Pugh, Frank Jonos, McFarland, Miss Clara Pugh, Ella Jones 
py Se Ki vy G. Jones, Will D. Jones, Burt Gardnor, May Tomasek, Maude Sheetz Harrington, Charlie 
ae eee * third row: Leo Smith, Hattie Hayes, Nellie years Hastings, Front: Frank Hastings, Nell eet mera Guanie Hayos, Nollie Meyers, Walter peruse eneh Pierce Hart, Gertrude Oittins Alberts, 

anos Lianto Jonos, Mdith Rood, !1lmor hughys Sic rtce iecear Glenn Ogden, Eddie McDonald, "Oz" Jones 
ne , oe ? « Ms 

‘ f Back row: Marpyrie Jonon, 

are Delle Heed, Vatay Gardnor, Nell Jones, 

Nd Garvdnor. 

{n front, In middle: Noll Jones Cook, f g Anbre D. Jonas, Ai J 
Ann Gitting Hull, Lou Sheetz Edwards. fade Utth, Wanita Pugh, 

Sia Jonos, etLo Gardner, Mrod Jones, Waltor Jonon, 
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SOURNEY AROUND THE SQUARE 
SOMETHING'S BEEN ADDED HERE — AND WE DON'T MEAN THE HORSE. LCCKING NORTHWEST ON ELh! STREET 

cot (West side of the Square) 

This picture looking northwest alon Bete g@ the west e 
the square shows some changes. Instead of open accede 

The trees of the park have grown SS also. However, th - 
less carriage hadn't yet replaced "Old Dobbin.” a ae 

THIS WASN'T TAKEN ON THE FOURTH OF JULY 

fi! y aan 

, rere 
bit bet ¥ 

J. SC. Nicola's Clothing Store in the 
brick building and Fletcher's brug Store 
in the frame building show plainly in the 
two views. Both are probably Fourth of 
July scenes, judging from the decorations. 
Apparently the custom of busin ess men en- 
tering floats in a parade is not new in 
Williamsburg, for the picture proves they 
were at it at least fifty years ago. 

LOOKING SOUTHEAST CM “ELSH STREET 

(South Side of Square) 

Saal * 

are This view is looking east across the park. Buildings 

The buildings showing in the picture that 
still remain are the four brick stores at 

the east end, Vinton Produce (between J.D. 
Shaull and Meat Market),, and Howard 
Harrington's garage (at extreme right). 
The present Coast to Coast Store building 
had not been built at the time of the pic- 
ture, its site being a vacant lot. The 
steeple of the old St. Mary's Church pro- 
jects above the "Meat Market." To its 
left is the Methodist Church Steeple. 

WHAT, A STREET CAR IN WILLIAMSBURG? 

Le eee aN 

These pictures supplied to us by John Werner were taken in 

1901 by Gus Ristau of Kaukauna, Wisconsin, then on a visit to 

Iowa County. The top view is looking east on State Street 

(north side of square). The bottom view 1# of th» east side ef thie wo 
: quare). The street car is a photographer! 

of tha square looking north, (Court Street) trick ; schompTiebadh by. eplicinge tye apis ihn r'g 
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Od Landmar res 
FIRST STORE OF “WILL R.. EVANS AND 

MASONIC TEMPLE NOW SERVE AS GARAGE. 

-* 
te coeereree 

rr 
Zoast © COAST STORE 

ae 

Prema 1 
Howard Harrington's Garage once stood 

at the south end of the west side of the 
square, where it housed Will R. Evans! 
store with the Masonic Hall above. It 
was moved at about 1890 to its present 
site. The present Coast to Coast 
Store was once the Citizens Savings Bank. 

NEW AND OLD VIEW FROM ELEVATOR TOWER 

eas 

Snes Sots 
in 

The top view was taken from a "cat-walk" at 
the top of Winborns' north elevator. The bot- 
tom view was probably taken from the same 
place when the elevator was owned by Harris 
and Son. The two views are shown to compare 
the old with the modern. New additions are 
the Grade School, York Creamery, the oil 
tanks, Iowa County Farm Service Station, Art 
Iburg's house and Fred Wardenburg's house. 
Gone are the horse pasture and canning factory. 

YOU WERE 

aian ; 

» > + os 7 : ere ees. 
Vie a ea eM 

VIEW OF: E AST: BA m MW allay Nae BONE Ried Ta pai eT Cea a ne emrabinl 

MAIL FOR 

"ABOUT THERE" WHEN YOU CROSSED THIS BRIDGE. 

ae. 

OLD LANDKAR K WITH NEW CITY HALL 
‘ 

The present Stake Hotel was originally 
the Lyon Hotel. The first issue of the 
"Williamsburgh Journal", June 14, 1884, 
states: "Israel Lyon will have his new 
hotel ready for occupation in a few days." 

"STELLAPOLIS" 

i FIRST AND SECCND BANKS FOR WILLIALMSBURG 

A 

Raw 

Albert Hanson now uses Williamsbur 
first bank building as a garage. 

g's 
' Built 
_in 1884 it served as temporary quarters 
of the bank until the more permanent 

' Structure could be built. The corner 
building shown below was the second 
home for the bank. On either side of 
the corner door it bears the date 1884, 
making it probably the oldest brick busi- 
ness structure in Williamsburg. Accord- 

i 8 babes AGA 

Above is the 
| mail repository 

of the first post 
wv, Office in Williams-ing to the first issue of the Williams— 

@ burg where all mailburgh Journal, the name of the bank just 
being organized was "Williamsburgh Sav— 

The second building housed 
Sr. an ear-the bank untib the present Security 

Building was constructed. 

was addressed to 
; "Stellapolis".John ings Bank". 
‘ Hughes, 
ly postmaster kept Bank 
it in his kitchen. 
His home was on the 
site of the present 
Roy Shellady home. 

The cabinet is 
now housed in the 
mayor's office in 
the City Hall. 

iY] 
a0 Malet Soe thal Hs 

This "sway-backed" old building 
This was the bridge over Old Man's Creek which you crossed 

to come into Williamsburg from the east. The banisters and 
sidewalk were no doubt for the convenience and safety of the 
pedestrian "commuters" from "Evansville" and a safe way of 
dealing with traffic out to the Williamsburg Fair Grounds. 
The view was taken from a pasture on the north side of the 
road. Prominent in the dintance 1s the tower of the old grade 

school. 

was torn down in March, 1956,. to 
make room for a more usable storage 
building. Compare this with the 

Bame building at the right in eleva- 
tor view on this page to see it when 
{t was in a better otate of preser- 
vation. 
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VIEW OF EAST PART OF TOWN PROBABLY TAKEN FROM THE WATER TOWER 
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te have no definite date for this picture except that it was after 1892 

when the addition to the schoolhouse was completed (distant left); and be fore 

the extension was made to the Catholic Church (right of center). The Methodist 

parsonage shows promirently at tue left, with the old Methodist church building 

beside it ana the old Prick Congregational church farther down. 

THO VIEWS ACRCSS THE SQUARE IN ABOUT 1890 
% 

* Y Y 

This view appears in Harley Ransom's "Pioneer Recollections" 
under the title "Williamsburg in 1890." It was taken from near 
the east end of the south side of the square; the camera-man 
was looking north. Buildings that still remain are the Lytle 
and Kelly building (now Langley's Jewelry and Papritz' Maytag 
Store) and the old Williamsburg Bank building across the street 
north. 
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The old windmill 
and water tover 

stood on the high 
ground south of the 
southwest corner of 
the square known as 
PLE SY thd Liven, LEG 
was in about the 
same location as 

the present pump 
house, High ele- 
vation and the 

height of the tower 
gave pressure for 

rk tem suicee aah aegis Aahea utd ss Lg peti”: the water system. 
; fh, CAE SRT et Se) Treas And wi 

This picture looking southwest across the square from the Se ee eer 
place for a Camera- 

northeast corner was probably taken at the same time as the above man to get a "bird's 
view, aS a comparison of the evergreen tree sizes would indicate eye view" of the town. 
(foreground of top picture arid left in this one). The three 
brick buildings at the right and Ilarrington's Garage (white 

frawe building in cenle: ) still remain. Notice how the three 
posts at the corner prevented vehiclos from cutting across but 
permitted pedestrians to pass through. 
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WILLIANSBURG SILVER BAND ze AN UCP) A NED 7 -CxyCgiaaae eG |® TOWN 

NEED‘s kG; OFoep BAND. 

THE 1958 MODELS ARE CO-EDUCATIONAL 
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According to the sign painted on the drum, the Williamsburg 
Silver Band was organized June 4, 1894. Left to right, the 
members are, Upper row: W. D. Jenkins, Harry Carmichael, 
Rollo Wilson, Mr. Kelly, band leader, D. Milton Jones, Leo 
Kinney, Ed Butler. Center row: Will L. Jones, Joe Yates, 
Ray Liayne, Valter Jones, Lew Edwards, Walter Evans, Ellis 
Lloyd, Elisha Schooley. Lower row: John H. Jones, Van 
Kirkpatrick, Leighton Morse, Art Lewis, Walter Kuch, Art 
Williams. 

TWIRLERS GLAMOURIZE A BAND | 

BOY SCOUT BAND, DECORATION DAY, 1918 ene me 
es Fn eae Be * Or * ‘ ne ij 3 a ! pia: ena he ge AN sen 

ae Weel Reid Be , s = = — . = camomt veridge and Nancy Slaymaker model 
i) samme = = pe ‘aeree the uniforms of the Williamsburg Communi- 
fas =e =a Y mq west ty School Band. Interesting to note, the 

: bands of the "good old days" were for men 
and boys only. Perhaps the thought was 

‘Aon Jamesy Jeri that the ladies couldn't carry the instru- pat rs nate So staghl ments. This picture disproves that theory. 

THE SCHOOL BAND, DECORATION DAY, 1955 
Meta rm 7 : ML Eee ren tr ae ct SE eee A PR ES 

Ralph Matheson, leader of tnis band and 
other Williamsburg town bands to follow, had 
been in town only two months when this pic- 
ture was taken. In keeping with the patriot- 
ic fervor of the day, the boys were wearing 
army uniforms. No attempt will be made to 
identify these boys, as a number of them 
appear in the larger picture taken in 190. 

yA 5 

EARLY WILLIAMSBURG BAND 
KEN BER IN FULL ATTIRE 

Le 

SF 

* ye fee iB 
- “*This is We Re Long whom many 

will remember eas the father 
of Mrs. Bertha Jones and Mrs. 

~ 

Bottom row, left to right: Merlyn Lewis, Eldon Jones, Arthur Long, Ross Morrison, Amanda Durr, A carpenter by 
Mervin Simmons, Wayne Montgomery, Willard Manor, Paul Toomey, Leslie Jones. trade, Mr. Long was @ man of 
Second row: Alfred Kehlenbeck, Max Montgomery, William Cash, Edward Von lHoene, many other interests as well, 

Ralph WH. Natheson, band lender, Dwight Williams, Duane Gardner, Ferdinand Mews, including photography, poul- 
Cyril Toomey. Third row: Kenneth Lewis, Clark /\lythe, Irvin Shames, Owen try ruigsing, and music. He 
Divilbios, Rob Huyhes, Marry Lee, Claude Toomey. Upper row: Leonard Hanson, Tom wars his uniform well, does- 
Jones, Floyd Manor, Evan Jones, Morris Frazier, Vivion Gardner, David Williams, n't he? 
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THEY HELFED MAKE WILLIAMSBURG HISTORY 
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This picture of Mr. and Mrs. 0. G. Jones 

was taken at their Golden Wedding, Jan. 6, 

1948. Mrs. Jones, formerly Mary Hakes and 

a native of Williamsburg, made a hobby of 

collecting historical information about the 

town of Williamsburg. It was her work that 

served as a Starting point for the compiler 

of the series of articles know as "Milestone 

100" and this centennial booklet as well. 

corns ie 

O. G. JONES. FAMILY AT GCLDEN VEDDING IN 1948 
4 iy itt v 

Oe sie Re wears wed 

lle. 

faim ate scie ta. ~¥ 

a sal —s 
<< tert Dames 

Front row, left to right: Mrs. Jack Yearian (Eunice), O. G. 

Susan Yearian, Mrs. 0. G. Jones 
Jones holding Sara Yearian, 

holdin Ithys Jones, Mrs. Paul Frazier (Cecile) 

Back row: Mrs. Burton Jones, Leroy (Jack) Yearian, Mary 

Janet Frazier, Paul Frazier, Burton Jones. 
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THE "HOW AND WHEN" OF OUR CHURCHES ed ee ee 
’ Lhe 

Williamsburg is often described as a city of 
beautiful churches. While at one time there 
were aS many as Six church groups, the number 
has since been reduced to four, sufficient to 
Serve the needs of Williamsburg's church-goers. 
The story of five of these will be given indi- 
vidually. This page is a resume of all and 
how they served the needs of the times. 

Shortly after the founaing of Williamsburg as 
a town the Welsh Congregational Church was found- 
ed (1856) to serve the Welsh speaking settlers. 
A year later (1857) an American Congregational 
Church was established anu existed for twenty- 
five years before it changed affiliation to 
Presbyterian. Then in 1868 another \velsh speak- 
ing church made its appearance as a sister or- 
ganization of the Welsh Prairie Church of York 
Township. Its affiliation was Calvinistic Meth- 
Odist, in theology and administration resembling 
the Presbyterian rather than the ttethodist. Both 
churches were served by the same minister who 
would go from Williamsburg to Welsh Prairie on 
Saturday afternoon, stay overnight, preach for 
morning services, then return to Williamsburg for . 
afternoon or evening services. Never strong in oat a oom Se 
size, and because it clung to the use of the This "Little Welsh. Church" 
Welsh Language long after the need existed, this Stood 49 years (1870-1919) at 
church closed its doors (1919). Its membership the northwest corner of the 
was absorbed largely by the Presbyterian Church. Square at the present site of 

es 

ie 

It is interesting to note that, although Fetzer's oil station. Often 
Williamsburg had only 130 inhabitants in 1880, called "Welsh Presbyterian," its 
there were three separate church buildings, the proper name was Calvinistic Meth- 
ones mentioned in the preceding paragraph. odist. At first it was a plain 

The coming of the railroad in 1884 and the building. The steeple and entry 
Subsequent rapid growth of the town made it in- were added sometime before 1900, 
evitable that more churches would be needed for 

the newcomers of varying faiths. Irish Catholics moved in from the Holbrook area. 

They established St. Mary's parish in 1887 and built their first building in 1890, 

the same year that the Presbyterians and Welsh Congregationalists built their 

second buildings. The Methodists had set off this church building "boom" two 

years before (1888) with their first building, shown on this page. 

The German Lutherans (Missouri Synod) were "last but not least" on the church 

scene. They built a small church in 1904. Their rapid growth soon made a larger 

building necessary, the present one(1923). This structure was the last of a 

third round of new buildings started off by the Congregationalists in 1917, the 

Methodists in 1918, and the Catholics and Presbyterians in 1920. 

Interesting to note, Williamsburg 

eee BRI ST church history involves three situ- 

\ ' ations in which an Old World language 
» prevailed for more than a half cen- 
' tury. The Congregational Church had 

-\ Welsh services from 1856 to 1911 (55 
' years); the Calvinistic Methodist, 
' the same from 1868-to 1919 (51 years) 

while St. Paul's Lutheran had German 
services at leastin part from 1904 to 
1956 (52 years). In each case it was 
the “older generation" that insisted 
on "the Mother tongue", the younger 
members forcing the change to English 

Another interesting phase of church 
history in Williamsburg was the 
merging of the Presbyterians and the 
Congregationalists as a result of the 
Presbyterian church fire. This story 
will receive more detailed treatment 
in succeeding pages. 
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Williansburg's emergerce from thirty years of existence as an inland 
Village into a rapidly growing town was primarily due to the coming of the railroad in 1884. Following this there was an influx of population from 
other areas. Among the new arrivals were some Catholics who naturally want- 
ed a church home closer than Holbrook or Karengo. In 1890 their desire was 
realized in the little frame church which shows up prominently a little to 
the Fight of center in the view of the town. Later needs re8ulted in an en- largement of the frame building and finally in the present modern structure 
which adequately serves the needs of Catholics in the Williamsburg Community. 
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1887-1890: Rev. J. C. “white of 
ST. MARY'S CHURCH Marengo read mass in the town hall 

( ENLARGED) for Williamsburg Catholics. 

1890: The first building was con- 
structed. Father White continued to 

serve. 

1893: Rev. Daniel Mulvihille was 
‘appointed pastor. 

% it 
a 

boddoneneen 

‘@ 1897-1900: Rev. John Cassidy served. 

1900-1911: Rev. James KisSane was 

pastor. 

1911-1928: Rev. John Glen served. 
The church was increased in size, but 
it still proved inadequate. The new 
building replaced it in 1920. During 

The church of 1890 had only four win- 
dowS on a side, as shown in the town view, : es 

Biter it eae enlcresd wy cutting Le in” OAsBeH Gteais pastorate tre T4l1 iaus- half, moving the front forward and piecing FARE Bak tas en ee an 
in the extra sides and roof in the middle, es eee er procaa ao it 
giving it the six windows as shown here. ‘ ¥ is : 

ST. MARY'S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH AND RECTORY 

1928-1944: Rev. Thomas C 'Dowa 
Served the parish until he was forced 
to retire because of ill health. Dur- 
ing his tenure the new pipe organ 
was installed. 

1944: Father Greers had temporary 
Charge until Rev. John Gaule was 
appointed. Father Gaule continues as 
the present pastor. Improving and 
repairing church property were major 
accomplishments during his tenure. 
The new rectory was built in 1950. 
Major repairs to the building were 
in 1951, and in 1956 the church in- 
terior was re-decorated. 

apna : 

zig obtibny xt) ee al mui’ a 

pete a Boe Wien! the 

(Mrs. Hugh O'Donnell supplied the The present church was built in 1890, 

information for this report.) extensively repaired in 1951, and re- 
| decorated in 1956. The Rectory was built 

an Woo. ; 
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ST. PAUL'S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN WILLIAMSBURG OVER A HALF CENTURY 

PRESENT BUILDING DEDICATED OCT.7,1923 St. Paul's Lutheran Church - First Building 

HIGH-LIGHTS OF ST. PAUL'S HISTORY 

1. St. John's Church of Homestead 
was parent church to St. Paul's of 
Williamsburg and other Missouri 
Synod churches of Iowa County. 

2. Pastor C. W. Baumhoefner of 
St. John's conducted occasional 
Services in Williamsburg prior to 
1898 in Presbyterian and Methodist 
churches and in the city hall. 

S. These services were dropped 
when Immanuel Church was built. 

4. St. Paul's Church was organ- The Cornerstone of Wi litensbarets first 
ized in the home of Herman Lutheran Church was laid July 31, 1904, and 
Kehlenbeck, May 1, 1904 the church was dedicated on Dec. neh 1904. 

; It was located directly west of the present 
5. The first parochial school parsonage. It served the needs of the con- 

house was PM Gedo gregation until 1923 when the present build- 
| ing was completed. 

eee The parsonage was built in THESE PASTORS HAVE SERVED ST. PAUL'S: 

: Rev. C. Zollman, 1905-1906 
7. The first services in English Rev. Henry A. Koenig, 1906-1913 

Rev. Hi P. Greif, 19135 -1935 
Rev. Tobias H. Joeckel, 1936-1941 

8. The new parochial school build- Rev. Enno Schuelke, 1941-1953 

ing was constructed in 1953. Rev. George E. Schubarth, 1953-1956 

id atl EDUC pee IN pie tellin Soe HAS TONG BEEN PROVIDED BY THE LUTHERANS . | 

were Started in 1914. 

) - ss : 
sad . ao ‘ ‘ - 

Originally a much smaller building, the frame structure on the left was the 
first Lutheran school in ‘Y/illiamsburg. It was built in 1907. At various times 
it was enlarged to provide needed extra room. In 1953, when the modern school 
building on the right was completed, the old "German School" became the home of 
the Kuch-Querl Post of the American Legion. 



t 
= 

A a 2%, eS ae a ae Bie 
' 1s y hu ey rly i 

YRUTHHO WAN A AEVO DAVERMAT IUD Ut HOAUHO wATVTOL way este XK sf: 

ant ftud-dextt ~ dordad pprenoet 42 ESOL, 
6 aaah i Sa a ai ee ae , 

YHOTSIA ¢ ae t¢ te %0 eror I-HODH 

haetasmoH to do int inant ial af 
to e'fnet .22 of dotwsdo tnetaq eaw 

tavoseall todte bas gisdemakitiv 
NiaveD awol to eecdowdo poms 

to tantecdmusd .7 2D tofasbi ws 
fenotesooe betouhmoo af natob” 

et totta gisdamatliiw of/eeaty 
sgethodted Bae opited yaa tt, at eee! 

-Lfed ytto edd at ba a a 

aati Pee a beqqoth stew geotvies ‘eaodT. as 
ee, ee tiind sew do-redo, foumeomt | 

Kine ote yy ae Sess 

feaxrtt e* gindenst £1 ty to esotetesiod eT “fa gio @ew do wet ? att 448: ae 
bas sheer , i yYLlet Biel apy dowd? natedind ~ hemtek to ssod eda of fest 
POOL .8L .00ed no bese scibeh enw dotids ens pes eee | poet é) ods 8 

dnee0otg eit to teew ylioorth betesol aaw JD F * wens (tine 
“190, edd to abeen eft bevise #1. saRaoeisg foosdoe Laitinen sort? odt. ere - 

-Hbitud sneseig edt aedw CSOl Lisau notiepeiy - yorL aed Laud) ben past 
»bodeiqmos eaw gal 

Pe'JUAd .Te atvAwe VVAH BAOTeAT aesRT ot slind enw egsaoeteq edt ite t . . emave » 

GOCM2O°L ,omLfoS 9 . ver , Sas Lie 
ELC l-30ef ,htnood .A ytasH .vok detigat at eeotviee Jett efit .P 

ace. lef ,rke10 64 LH wok . qoute og OSPR Ry Sarasa eee 
{PN I-GECL . fertowol «HK aaetdolT . vel 

sae f-fher eildade® sant eae abitud foodoe Latdoo1sq wen eT .8 
520 [mle f ,idtedudo® ».2 esyr06ef .vef eCCRl wt hesousreges eer ant 

Ween ade peel pa G2ZqIVOHY Wiad DWOT 2aAH 21098 ree ery “I MOTT ACUTE MALveTRHD 
a 

os ih, fe 
CF ro 4 

- ie Bis a ” i 

mt sain Me, eee 
- “pe hs Liye 

‘ re fek byt sei 

> A ee 

Vat 
i -a5 ; ae: ain - ll nee Ris era Ms | ; 

goes v “ ‘si By be , me nats, az a oa oy Ate: . 

ett eee ttel edt no etutontee egitin ss . 
sents evolisy tA 
 {oorte OiGae be 
Yo emod oft empood 



CT DESCENDENTS OF 

ee e ar ig Porites 6 ee CHURCH PROPERTY DONOR 
CONGREGATIONAL © 3 aras PA SES CaERN T Ui REY MARK 

Back in 1956 while the people of Williamsburg were beginning to plan 
gress for 1957, the members of the 
ennial of their own. For their organ= ization was founded on Oct. £6, 1856. The Sst. David's Day dinner, March lst, was the first in the series of events. A guest day breakfast, and a Welsh tea 

were events that followed. The la- 
dies wore centenniel dress or Welsh THE BRICK CHURCH OF 1890 costumes on these occasions. A pag- ' A eant entitled "A Century of Pilgrim 
Faith"was presented the evening of 
Oct. 27. Sunday, Oct. 28 was the oc- } 
CaSion for two services a morning com-— 
munion and an afternoon memorial 
Service, 

THIS BUILDING DEDICATED APR. 11, 1917 

ing hhh, <aneeh, & bt 

: Richard Williams, a char- 
Ater member of the Welsh 
Congregational Church and 

"founder of the town of 
miiilliamsburg, donated the 

Sid jland on which the Congre- 

eat Be sae TS Maigione ee tage ee ed I 
This is the Congregational Church building wh 

that replaced the original frame structure. 
; -) o) =. Batlonal, Church ‘was ‘built 

It served from 1890 until 1916 when it was 8a ° torn dowm and replaced by the present modern RE-ENACTS GRANDFATHER'S ROLE = ge hd, Hae oy pete 
building which was completed in 1917. i TS. Jeanptte Lewis, an 

Son, Bobbie, assisted in CUTTING THE CENTENNIAL CAKE the church pageant. yn ona 

ne i Sp the Sete SD RECESS MILS SA da th Ade 

Tal Jones, as the oldest living Allyn Evans is the grandson 

hic so 

rT pZ0-ADPOMNOZON R LOACIOS Tp—ZZMAZMO 

Des th had the honor of cutting the of Williamsburg's first resident 
Centennial Cake (made in the shape of minister, Evan J. Peta eli bea 
an Open Pible by Mrs. Raymond Martinson). ter Meat Sale: ae eae Ps - 

Identification of some of older mem- tor of ite - sls 4 ails 
bers present is from left to right: ee i nee a ° a “te 
Krs. Ann Strike, Emma Jones, Gwendolyn Wil rap oh ugctiy aan 
Jones, Mrs. Ella Jones Durr Kooker,-rs. Papal Seg ee ne phigh 
Gwennie Dane, Tom Lewis, Mrs. Eleanor Allyn played ae Re ae 
Everist,. irs. Tal Jones, Mrs. Clara grandfather in dedica eae be 
Gittins Jones, Gomer Jones, Ella A first church aa capers = - 
Jones, Irs. Nellie Owens, John H. Jones, ae Sear ice teated) piicantine ‘ a 

le ioe ms Sh NA Rh Sat ge kl 2 part of visiting Welsh preachers. 

INTERIOR DECORATED FOR MEMORIAL SERVICE SOME SENIOR MEMBERS AND A FORMER PASTOR 

big) f 
iil se | KA wk 

; ani — Front, left to right: Mrs. Dave Owen, Mrs. 
re was taken from the balcony Maurice Williams, irs. Tal Jones, Mrs, 

on tL oe ees 

This pictu 
yittins Jones Back: Tom Lewis, 4 fternoon crowd was assembling, Oct. Clara Gi ’ 

oa. 4858, pelbiags che ote years and two days after Alfred James, Rev. George E. Meyer, John , ae 
the date of the founding of the church. Il. Jones. 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH HISTORY 
Williamsburg’s First 
Resident Minister 

1844: Troy Township’s first settlers were Welsh Congregationalists. 
They held membership in Johnson County’s “Ol Rant te 

Church” from 1846 to 1856. Y 8 era an's ,Creek 
Oct. 26, 1856: The Welsh Congregational Church of Williamsburg 

was founded in the home of William Evans by Rey. Jonathan 
Thomas. Visiting clergymen, among whom were Rev. David Know- 
les of Long Creek, Rev. George Lewis of Old Man’s Creek and Mor- 
ris Jones, occupied the pulpit on various occasions. Services were 
mostly Sunday Schools and prayer meetings held in homes of the 
members and in the new school house which was built in 1858. 

1858: Rev. Evan J. Evans arrived to begin his pastorate which lasted 
fourteen years. He was the first resident pastor of Williamsburg. 

1859: The first church building was constructed on a lot donated by 
Richard Williams founder of Williamsburg. Evan D. Evans mort- 
gaged his farm to help finance the construction. 

1871: The building was enlarged. 
1890: Roger Jones moved the first frame building of the Congrega- 

tional Church to his lot just north of the church lot. He also served 
as contractor to build the new $4,000 brick structure that was to 
serve until the present building replaced it. 

1897: Evening services in English displaced Welsh. Later there was 
one English morning service per month. 

1911: The English language displaced the Welsh language entirely 
in the services. 

1916: Under the pastorate of Rev. Robert Tipton, the cornerstone of 
the new church was laid. “The ceremony was unique in that there 
was In attendance, along with a few others who had seen the first 
church blossom into existence, Mrs. Ann Evans, the eighty-four- 
year-old widow of the first resident minister, Rev. Evan J. Evans. 

The Rev. Evan J. Evans was the 

first resident minister of Williams- 

burg’s first church, the Welsh- 

Congregational. After serving for 

fourteen years, he retired and con- 

tinued to live in Williamsburg. 

Allyn Evans and Mrs. Catherine 

Wife of First Minister A 
Witness, Both Old and New 

& 

Mrs. Ann Evans’ life is of inter- 

est to Williamsburg people. The 

Ann Evans Addition to Williams- 

burg is named for her, Some of 

her descendants still live in’ the 

community, And in 1916 at the 

age of 84, she assisted in the cere- 

mony of laying the corner stone 

for the present modern church 

building. 

Rev. Evan J. Evans. Within the cav- 
ity of the stone was placed a copper 
box which received an English Bible, a Welsh Bible, a copy of the 

Constitution and By-laws, a list of the church officers and members, 

some old coins, copies of church literature, and a copy of the Wil- 

liamsburg Journal-Tribune. Then the venerable old lady, Mrs. Ann 

Evans, was assisted to the wall where she spread the mortar on the 

inscribed stone.” 

Sears are his grandchildren. 

April 8, 1917: The new church was dedicated. 

1956: Oct. 27: Centennial Pageant: ‘“‘A Century of Pilgrim Faith”. 

Oct. 28: Centennial morning service with communion and after- 

noon memorial service. 
1957: A series of events beginning with the Presbyterian Church fire 

led to negotiations to unite the two denominations. The building of 

the Congregationalists became the new home of the Presbyterians. 

The affiliation, by mutual agreement between the two state organi- 

zations, became Presbyterian. The first joint services were held 

June 16. On June 23, Dr. Judson Fiebiger of the State Association 

of Congregational Christian Churches preached. Aug. 11, Rev. 

tary Maranell preached his last sermon before leaving to join the 

faculty of the State University of Iowa. Rev. B. Stuart Slater, Pres- 

byterian pastor, continued on as pastor after having occupied the 

pulpit jointly with Mr. Maranell during the interim of the change- 

over to the union. On Sept. 15 the union was officially consummat- 

ed, with Dr. Harry Schneider, Synod Executive of the Iowa Synod 
of the Presbyterian Church, U.S. A., in charge. 

Pastors of the Congregational Church in Order of Sequence 
In Which They Served 

Evan J. Evans, David Price, Morris I. Davis, James Vilander 

Jones, Henry Davis, R. E. Roberts, John Roberts, Robert Tipton (in- 

stalled 1915), John Roberts, John A. Pritchard (1922-1928), Rudolph 

Gilbert (1928-1931), Aultin M. Miles (1931-1933), George EK. Meyer 

(1933-1985), Maleom M. Miller (1935-1938), O. B. Preston (1938- 
1954), Harry TY. Ehlers (1954-1955), Gary Maranell (1955-1957). 
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A Church That Became A City Hall 

ER Fee sheets 
es 

Before the second building of the Presbyterians was erected the 

first one was moved to the north side of the square where it served 

as a city hall. The picture was taken during the process of tearing 

down the old building to make way for the present city hall. 

Looking Southwest at The Second Church 
And Manse 

The first two Presbyterian churches stood north of the site of the 

last church (which burned), while the manse was south on the corner. 

This second church was built in 1890 and served until 1920. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

HISTORY 

1857: Under the leadership of the Rev. 

W. F. Gale an organization of seven- 

teen members was formed into a 

church to be known as the ‘‘American 

Congregational Church” to distinguish 

it from the Welsh Congregational 

Church that was organized the year 

previous. Services were held in homes 

and the school house until 1871. 

1871: The first church building was con- 

structed on the lot north of the site 

where the most recent church burned. 

Oct. 1, 1882: In financial difficulties, and 

having received financial help from 

the Presbyterian Board of Home Mis- 

sions, the fifty-two members of the 

American Congregational Church 

changed their affiliation to Presby- 

terian. They were joined by fifteen 

Presbyterians living in the community. 

Rev. W. R. Stewart, Presbyterian min- 

ister from Marengo who had for some 

time been holding services in Wil- 

liamsburg, promoted the change-over 

and became resident minister for the 

Williamsburg church. 

1890: The first building was moved to 

the north side of the square where it 

served as the city hall. The second 

building was constructed on the site 

of the first. 

1891: The present manse was built at 

the corner south of the church (pre- 

sent site of the church that burned). 
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The Modern Church and Its Predecessor 1918: Plans were made and work begun 

on a new church. The manse was 

moved west to its present site so that 

the new church could be on the 

corner. 

Sept. 12, 1920: The new church building 

was dedicated. 

Jan. 14, 1957: The church building 

burned. After holding one service in 

the Methodist Church and one in the 
When the third church was built, 1918-1920, the manse was moved e 

west to make room for it. The second church continued to be used Congregational Church, a temporary 
until the new one was ready. Here they are shown together (view 

looking northwest). The new church was in use from 1920 until Jan. 

14, 1957, when it was destroyed by fire. 

place of worship was agreed upon, 

namely, the Lutheran Parochial 

School building which offered good 

facilities both for Sunday School and regular worship services. Then acting upon an invitation 

of the Congregational Church to discuss a possible union, the churches entered into negotiations 

which resulted in the joining of the two congregations. The affiliation was to be Presbyterian, 

and the Congregational building was to be the church home for the two organizations which had 

formerly existed as separate units for one hundred years or better. The first joint service was 

held June 16, 1957. The official consummation of the union took place Sept. 15, 1957. 

Pastors Who Have Served The 

Presbyterian Church Present Church Home 

‘ 

Rev. W. F. Gale (starting 1857), B. 

F, Jones, W. A. Patton (1865), H. S. 

Clark (1869-1873), N. D. Archer, Geo. 

Ritchie, W. R. Stewart (Presbyterian), 

Thomas C. McFarland (1888-1905), 

Daniel Scott (1905-1906), D. W. Mont- 

gomery (1906-1909), Thomas KE. Sher- 

man (1909-1917), Glen J. Shillerstrom 

(1918-1921, H. M. Poston (1921-1930), 

James B. Hodgson (1930-1935), August 

H. Grossheim (1936-1939), William T. 

Baird (1940-1944), Lloyd Cleon Snyder 

(1944-1949), Jerome J. Leksa (1950- 

1954), B. Stuart Slater (1955-1958). 

(Materials for the above facts were 

gvleaned from writings of Mrs. Ella Jones As a result of a church union consummated in 1957 Presbyterians 

Tomasek and Mrs. Mary IHlakes Jones) — and Congregationalists now worship “under the same roof”. 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF METHODIST CHURCH HISTORY 
First Building of St. Paul’s 1867: A circuit was established in which Methodist services 

: Methodist Church were held in the upper room of the old school house in Wil- 

liamsburg and in various other school houses in the county. 

June 8, 1870: A 160 ft. square lot was purchased of Jane F. 

Starr for $100.00 and a five room parsonage was built on the 

grounds of the present parsonage. 

1885: Services were discontinued. 

1887: Services were resumed under the direction of Rev. H. N. 

Smith. 

1888: The east half of the lot was sold to J. M. McDougal for 

$200.00 to provide a start for the new church. This added to 

a loan and a gift totaling $500.00 from the Church Extension 

Society plus money raised by subscription made the building 

possible. The building was dedicated Nov. 18, 1888. 

go. n 4 ora « x p * PET ee constructed in 1888 1892: The old parsonage was moved and the present cne was 

and served until 1917. built. 

Aug. 5, 1917: The cornerstone for the present church was laid. 

Mar. 24, 1918: The present church was dedicated. 

—o0o— 

METHODIST MINISTERS WHO HAVE SERVED WILLIAMSBURG 

(Information from Mrs. G. W. McCallister’s account to 1927 and Rev. D. Merle Hill’s contin- 

uation to the present.) 

J. R. Noble, 1867; Y. J. Holloway, 1869; Rev. G. W. Rawlings, 1869; between 1869 and 1884: 

Rev. Hahn, Rev. Mann, Rev. Tull, Rev. Thomas, Rev. Trogen; Rev. H. N. Smith, 1887; Rev. Thomas 
Present Modern Building 

Osborn, 1899; Rev. J. W. Potter, Rev. U. B. Smith, Rev. H. F. 

Pugh, 1896; Rev. E. J. Pike, 1898; Rev. W. H. Dillon, 1904; E. C. 

Brooks 1908; C. E. Baumgarden, 1910; N. A. Swickard Loreen 

Lambert, 1916; J. F. Rex, 1918; H. C. Druce, 1922; W. M. Dough- 

ty, 1926-1928; P .B. Gray, 1928-1930; Charles Wesley Cochran, 

1930-1935; John C. Behrens, 1935-1940; John Wesley Zerbe, 

1940-1942; A. I. Leonard, Robert Farr, U. 5, Smith, (supply 

pastors), 1942-19438; J. B. Pritchard, 1943-1950; George Reich- 

ard (supply), 1950; John A. Nye, 1950-1955; Paul Williamson 

(supply), 1955-1956; D. Merle Llill, 1956 to present. Dedicated Mar. 24, 1918, this building 

continues to serve the needs of Wil- 

liamsburg’s Methodists. 
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EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES IN WILLIAMSBURG 

THROUGHOUT THE CENTURY 

Prior to 1858: Records are not too 
: clear about how schooling was carried 

«, + out in the pioneer days in the Williams- 
: ~ burg area. We are told that the cost of 

education was met by “subscription” 
rather than through taxation, That is to 

* say, parents paid voluntarily to meet the 
cost of schooling for their children, The 
place for instruction was either in homes 

4% or in vacated log cabins. (It is said that 
; Middle House at one time served as a 

¢ school house.) Tradition also has it that 
® Mrs. Hannah M. Long ‘was the first per- 
4 son to instruct children in her home at 
we the edge of Williamsburg. She conse- 
~*~ quently has been acclaimed as “Wil- 

liamsbureg’s first school teacher.” 
By 1858, four years after Williams- 

burg was planned, a new school building 
was constructed. It was a white two- 
story frame structure which stood at the 
corner of Welsh and Court Streets (diag- 

onally across from the southeast corner of the square). At that time the Williamsburg school was 

set up as sub-district No. 1 of the School Township organization of Troy Township. This building 
was ample in size to serve the area, since Williamsburg remained a small village until the coming 

of the railroad in 1884. 

1886: Sub-district No. 1 became the Williamsburg Independent School District, 

1887: A new 60 x 36 building was constructed on the south edge of the present grade school lot. 

1891: A 30 x 42 addition was voted. 

1892: A four year high school course was adopted under the principalship of A. T. Hukill. 

1908: Williamsburg voters approved a plan to build a separate building for the high school 

on the lot where the old two room school had stood. 

1912: Normal training was introduced, making it possible to train teachers for the surround- 
ing rural schools. 

1915: Manual training was introduced. 

1936: The vote to build a new grade school carried. 

1950: The school] board purchased three buses to transport grade children from districts 

which were closed, also high school students who wished to avail themselves of the service. This 

same year vocational agriculture was 

added to the curriculum, “iat 

1995: Twelve school districts, includ- 

ing the Williamsburg Indepen dent 

School District and eleven rural districts, 

joined together to form the Williams- 

burg Community School District. 

1956: It was voted to expand the facil- 

ities of the school by erecting a new 

high school and an addition to the grade 

scnool building. 

1957: The new facilities were com- 

pleted in time for the beginning of the 

1957-58 term. 

(The above information Was gleaned 

from a short history of the Williamsburg 

School provided by Supt. H. C. Messer 

for use in the ‘Milestone 100” series o! 

articles published in the Wilhamsburs 

Journal-Tribune in 1956.) 
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NAMING OF WILLIAMSBURG 
The secretary’s book for Williamsburg’s Masonic lodge gives us a cue concerning the confusion 

that once existed over the haming of our town. It starts out: “Stated Meeting, Hall of Stellapolis 
Lodge No. 392, Chester (Williamsburg), lowa, Jan. 9, 1879.” Stellapolis still remains the name of 
the lodge. It is the only vestige of the day when Williamsburg’s post office bore that unusual title. 

i There are many people today who will claim that Stellapolis was the first name of the town. 
Their basis for this belief is supported by various accounts which assumed it to be a fact. The 
Wanderer’s Edition of the Journal-Tribune published March, 1923, states, “Williamsburg was first 
called ‘Stellapolis’, and the post office was known by that name.” But the following year, 1924, 
another Wanderer’s Edition refuted the statement through a letter from John E. Ievans,” ... 1 had 
in mind to suggest some corrections in the ‘History of Williamsburg, The sentence on the first page, 
‘Williamsburg was first called Stellapolis’ should be eliminated, because incorrect. It was called 
Williamsburg from its beginning and for several years before the name Stellapolis was invented.” 
50th names were used for several years, one for the postoffice, and one for the town. 

; Various explanations have been given for the name “Stellapolis”’. The one most accept- 
ed, is the one quoted in Mrs. O. G. Jones’ “Early History of Williamsburg as told to the 
Grade School Pupils in 1948”: “When the Rock Island Railroad was built as far as Marengo in 
1860, Williamsburg petitioned for a postoffice, and Homer Paige was named the first postmaster. 
In the Paige family there were three daughters, and the youngest was called Stella. Her father 
honored her name by having it incorporated in the name of the new postoffice, and it was named 
‘Stellapolis’, meaning Stella’s City. The Paige family soon moved to Des Moines. Stella died soon 
after her marriage, but her name was the name of the post office for 29 years. Even though the 
town was named Williamsburg, all mail was addressed ‘Stellapolis’.” 

Supporting the latter view concerning the name “Stellapolis” are two references. In the Atlas 
of Iowa County, lowa, by Harrison and Warner, 1874, the map of the state shows the town to 
be Williamsburg. The county map shows ‘Wiliiamsburg, P. O. Stellapolis’”. The Troy Township 
map mentions only Williamsburg. The detailed map of the town shows it was Williamsburg, Stell- 
apolis P. O. However on this map the part west of present Highway 149 in green color is listed as 
Wiltiams Addition, and the part east in pink color is listed as “‘Chester’’. The other references sup- 
porting the view that Stellapolis was only the name for the postoffice is found in the biographical 
section for Troy Township in the History of Iowa County 1881. The men listed who were farmers 
have the address quoted as P. O. Stellapolis, while the town residents are given as Williamsburg. 

Here is a partial list showing this tendency: W. E. Evans, Farmer, P. O. Stellapolis 
M. S. Anderson, Farmer, P. O, Stellapolis George Fletcher, Justice of the Peace and 
J. Brigham, Farmer, P. O. Stellapolis Merchant, Williamsburg. P. O, Stellapolis 
John J. Jones, Karmer, P.O. Stellapolis J. Ww. Jones, Physician and Surgeon, Williamsburg 
W. R. Evans, Merchant and Postmaster, Rev. James V. Jones, Williamsburg. 

Williamsburg 

At no place in the 1881 history does one find mention of “Chester”, which leads us to believe 

it never ‘was a very well accepted name. However, in most deeds and abstracts covering the period 

of the “seventies”, the name “Chester” is used, with the name Williamsburg added by way of ex- 

planation. The most usual forms are “Williamsburg (now Chester)” or “Chester (formerly Wil- 

liamsburg)”. The deed given to the American Congregational Church (now the_ Presbyterian 

Church) speaks of the trustees and their successors in office of the “American Congregational 
Chureh of Chester”. 

Just how did “Chester” get into the records? Could it be that the attorney who did most of 

the legal work for Williamsburg residents simply decided on his own to name the town “Chester” 

as a compromise to the other two names Willlamsburg and Stellapolis? Certainly there was no legal 

machinery for changing the name, as the town was not yet incorporated. How “Chester” got started 

as aname for Williamsburg may not be known, but there is a very good reason why it ended—there 

is another town of Chester in Lowa. 

Ilere then is a summary: Richard Williams had the original town surveyed and platted in 

1854. Ile had it recorded under the name Williamsburg. In 1856 he had the eighty acres west of 

it platted and recorded as the “Williams Addition to the Town of Williamsburg.” Some time after 

the death of Richard Williams in 1860, the town contained a postottice which went under the 

name of Stellapolis, to which all Williamsburg: mail was addressed, Later on, those connected with 

the making of property deeds made use of the name “Chester”, but usually in conjunction Wich uhe 

name “Williamsburg”. The village was incorporated as a city under the name “Williamsburg . Also 

at that time the name of the postoffice was changed to correspond to the name of the town. So now, 

as it was in the berimning, the name is Willitmsburg. And is the sign at the north end of town says, 

ils “Always on the Square’. 
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A Half Century in “Stellapolis’? Lodge 

ae 

The only remaining influence of the name “Stellapolis” in Williams- 

burg is the Masonic lodge, “Stellapolis Lodge No. 391”. Here in 1957 

Ralph E. Jones received his 50 year membership certificate and pin. 

His son, Howard, returned from Colorado for the occasion. Left to 

right are “Rod” Reader, master of the Lodge, Howard Jones, R. E. 

Jones receiving the certificate from Mr. Reader. 

Old Friends Discuss Old Times 

ag Yer : 

A. P. (Bert) Long of Oskaloosa, Towa, is one of the oldest 2nd 

generation descendants of Williamsburg pioneer families. He 1s the 

son of William and Hannah M. Long, after whom an addition to Wil- 

liamsburg has been named. Mrs. Long was also considered the “first 

school teacher” of Williamsburg. At the suggestion of Mrs. Bertha 

(Long) Jones, Ted Ressler decided to make a trip to Oskaloosa to get 

a picture of Hannah M. Long for the “Milestone 100” Series of articles 

he was then writing for the Journal-Tribune. Nan Hall, a friend of the 

Longs, and herself a valuable source of information concerning Wil- 

liamsburg, went along to visit her old friends, The picture Ted took 

carries this identification from left to right: A. P. (Bert) Long, his 

daughter, Mrs. Alice Spencer, Mrs. Bertha (Long) Jones, Mrs. Minnie 

Evans McCleod Long (Mrs. A. P. Long), Miss Anna (Nan) Hall. 
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The compiler of this book is indebted 

to many people for co-operation in sup- 

plying information for the ‘Milestone 

100” Series and the historical part of this 

book. Their help consisted of lending 

copies of old books, pictures, abstracts, 

etc. from which materials were gleaned. 

Some of the older citizens gave invalu- 

able help in telling of their own personal 

recollections or in identifying pictures. 

This list is in no sense to be considered 

complete and if your name should be in- 

cluded and is not, please accept our 

apology for the omission. 

Mrs. Catherine Sears, Lew Yoder, Art 

Iburg, H. C, Messer, R. H. Halbasch, 

Ralph Chase, Fred Boland, Cecile Fraz- 

ier, David Pugh, Walter Evans, Judge 

Harold D. Evans, J. D. Lewis, Clara Git- 

tins Jones, Ed Gittins, Roscoe (Bud) 

Mayne, Mrs. Howard Harrington, Bob 

Hughes, Mrs. Orson Harrington, Harley 

Ransom, Mr. and Mrs. Earl Enochson, 

Harriet, Susan, and Catherine Parry, 

Mrs. Nell Jones Cook, Miss Grace McCal- 

lister, Rev. D. Merle Hill, Francis Toma- 

sek, Miss Minta Williams, Mrs. Bertha 

(Long) Jones, Ralph Matheson, Mr. and 

Divs... Ac “PF: Miss Anna 

(Nan) Hall, R. E. Jones, Mrs. Fred 

Jones, Mr. and Mrs. Howard Nicholas, 

Elmer Harris, John Bullers, Mrs. FE. FE. 

Montgomery, Mrs. J. D. Misbach, Robert 

Watkins, Richard Pugh, Mrs. Bess Pugh, 

Mrs. Hugh O’Donnell, Mrs. Damon Cald- 

well, John Werner, Mr. and Mrs. Char- 

les Teggatz, Orville Teggatz, Mrs. Louis 

Iburg, Mrs. Elizabeth Davies, Wm. Ro- 

(Bert) Long, 

berts, O, Ik. Jones. 
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May saat oa , M AY AF OW FR EDITI @) N 
pironsincgg P 

On April 30, 1903, a glorified issue of the Williamsburg Journal- 
Tribune was published in booklet form under the name ‘“‘May Flower 
Edition”. From it we get much of our Williamsburg history of that 
period which may be considered the half-way mark of Williamsburg’s 
Century of Progress. It is the work of.the two publishers and editors, 
T. T. Osborn and J. P. Gallagher, with their assistants, Rollo Wilson 

_and Art Williams. Here is what the paragraph about the publication 
“says: “‘While we are aware that ‘he who will not blow his own horn, 
the same shall not be blown,’ we will take our chances on meeting 
any loss that may follow the absence of a.‘puff’? caused by our own 
modesty., The J.-T. was established February 1, 1900, when the Wil- 
liamsburg Journal and the Iowa County Tribune were consolidated 
... It is independent in politics and the meaning of the word ‘fear’ 
has no abiding place in the management of the concern. It will reach 

> out and take a ‘poke’ at a man irrespective of his position, race, color 
-- or previous condition of servitude, and will never apologize for doing 

so.” This last sentence about‘taking a ‘poke’ at a man may have been 
used on occasion, but in the main, far more good was spoken than 
bad of Williamsburg’s leading citizens described in the “thumb-nail’’ 
biographies included in it. The editor, J. P. Gallagher, literally went 

: around the square and described each business enterprise and its 
The original of this picture bears OWner, and all the other key figures of the town such as clergymen, 

the following description on the teachers, civic-officers, etc. And he didn’t overlook the ladies either.’ 
back: “June 25, 1904, Saturday’ They ranged from village bellés to elderly pioneers. 

afternoon, J. P. Gallagher, Editor.” { * i 
The paper he is holding bears the 

title “Williamsburg Journal”. Mrs. 

Leo O’Meara, niece of Mr. Gallag- 

her, loaned us the picture. 

«. There are pictures of store fronts and store interiors, churches 
and schools. There are pictures of fine residences, a few of them still 
doing service. Walter and Lettie Harrington are shown in their 
Oldsmobile. W. R. Long’s prize winning Light Brahma chickens are 
there as are Ellis Lloyd’s trotting horse, Billy Pickering, and other 

horses at his livery barn. There is a page of baby pictures, including those of some people now 
numbered among our solid citizens, 

The advertising in the May Flower Edition is interesting, as it reflects the wants of the people 
as well as the desire of the advertiser to sell his product. Nicola and Foster advertised men’s 
suits ranging in price from $10 to $20. F. W. Tomasek sold harnesses for $18 to $35. Louis Shames’ 

Boston Department Store sold certain ginghams at 8'4¢ per yard. The Williamsburg Nursery car- 

ried a full page ad. Breeding stock of purebred cattle was a feature of several ads, including Owens 

Bros. of Homestead and P. J. Donohoe of Holbrook. In the smaller want ads we have those for 

hatching eggs, to be set under hens, of course. Walter Smith offered violin lessons. J. T. Talbot 

sold stove wood. 

Some of the local items give an insight into the “flowery” language used by editors of that day, 

and more in particular, J. P. Gallagher who had both a classic vocabulary and a rare sense of humor 

as well. We quote: “Mr. __ and Miss _____ were _ united in the holy bonds of wedlock at Hol- 

brook Tuesday by Rev. Father King. These popular and: well-to-do young folks have a legion of 

warm friends in this part of the county who join with us in wishing them a long and prosperous 

voyage on life’s connubial bark. The groom has purchased a farm and prepared a cozy home three 

miles west of town whither they will remove and enjoy life under their own vine and fig tree. 

“Mr. Carl Holden is the proud possessor of a new rubber tired buggy; and since the pur- 

chase of this vehicle his mother had to invest In a new dinner bell in order to get Carl in off 

the road occasionally.” | 

“Pred Kleinmeyer, one of the good Germans out on Rural 1 came in today and bargained for 

a year’s reading of the J.-T. May the frost never touch his garden and may his.shadow never 

Rew less.” : oie tA # ve eatiatss : . 

Mr. Gallagher was always a-strong booster for the home town. Here is what he says about 

it. “Like a jeweled ring, sparkling on the finger of a bride, is the town of Williamsburg to Iowa 

stands as the queenliest little city in lowa County, with a future be- ) ”? “6 il)i: 3} ure ounty.” .. . “Williamsburg het pa aeree 
ae ras fair and promising as the picture that Fancy paints above the maiden’s pillow that lightly 

rests against her wedding morn,” 

Yes. an interesting bit of journalistic work, the May Flower Edition. Many of the old timers 

saved their copies. If you ever are so fortunate as to see one of them, read it through to find out 
ne bye . es . , oy . 

how Williamsburg citizens got along fifty-four years ago, 
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TPR: 7B ROSE EARS 

All gone! the brave old pioneers, 

Their like we’ll see no more, 

And only through the mist of years, 

The trials they bravely bore 

When severing home and kindred ties, 

And friends they deemed the best, 

They turned their steps toward the skies 

That fringed the boundless West. 

All gone! that strong and hardy race 

That reared their cabins where 

Now fronts the modern dwelling place 

On street or thoroughfare; 

Their labor’s done, their battle’s won, 

They sleep in hallowed ground, 

Nor reck they now which season’s sun 

Wheels o’er their rest profound. 

All gone! that sturdy race and brave, 

Whose axes once did ring 

Through the primeval firest’s nave, 

Or by the hillside spring. 

No more their old log cabins send 

Aloft their curling smoke, 

No more their faithful oxen bend 

Beneath their ancient yoke. 

No more at morn in grassy glade 

The gleaming scythe is swung, 

The rust of time is on its blade 

Now in the attic hung; 

No more, along the prairie trail, 

Slow creeps the covered wain, 

Where now, on lines of glist’ning rail 

Is hurled the rushing train. 

Full many a sturdy pioneer 

Came to this wondrous West 

The dews of many a vanished year 

Lie thickly where they rest. | 

Their sons are grown to manhood now, 

And children ’round them play. 

Whose grandsires once with axe and plow 

Did blaze the empire’s way. 

Remember cach old pioneer; 

With rev’rence speak his name; 

Ilis courage blossoms in the cheer 

That. is, today, our fame. 

He fought the fight, - then laid him down 

To his eternal rest; 

A nation is his victor’s crown 

His shrine—the fruitful West 

—dJ: Po Gallagher 
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SUCCESS OF THE CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 

Due To Community Club and Business and Professional Interests 

ia | *. rT > “ i ; . . wn ‘ s - * . 2 i . . 4 These concerns and individuals were the ones solicited for financial support of the Centennial 

enterprise: (again our apologies for possible omissions) 

Stake Hotel 
Journal-Tribune 
Holz Cleaners 
Livingston Shoe Repair 
Yoder Motor Co. 
McSwiggin and Uhlmann 
Alfred MeSwiggin 
Donohoe Insurance 
Security Savings Bank 
Bob’s Stop Inn 
Joe’s Tavern 
3urg Tavern 
Hanson Barber Shop 
O’Neill Oil Co. 
HlHome Oil Co. 
Smith Motor Co. 
Harrington Garage 
Mnelebert Pontiac 
Little Chicago Cafe 
G’Donnell Hardware 
Starks and Vanderlinden 
Buser Beauty Shop 
Bullers Studio 
South Side Cafe 
air Store 
lowa County Farm Supply 
Bob. Rehmke 
Deane Cranston 
Roehrkasse Locker 
Vinton Produce 
Dr. K. E. Dougherty 
Coast to Coast Store 
Bure Bowl 
Ais gal ed Body Shop 
Dr. . White 
eee ‘burg Feed Service 
Dr. J. BE. Riggenbach 
Ray Martinson 
{rvin Maas 
Town & Country Beauty Salon 

Norma Lenoch 

Paula Maas 
Roland Holden 
Floyd Welsh 
Miller Ilospital 
Peterson Drug 
M. F. Bricker 

Farmers Trust & Sana Bank 

Claypool & Claypool 

Rourke Barber Shop 

Vernon Wyman 

Merwyn Jones, Well drilling: 

Ciiltins, Well Drilling 

Newman Shannahan - 

Kempf & Riggenbach 

Bon franklin Store 

i 

Jones Furniture 
Oakes TY 
Fetzer’s Standard Station 
Truman Jones 
Ralph Mumm 
Rusbult Appliance 
Pelling Oil Service 
Arnold Dubishar 
Langley Jewelry 
Papritz’ Maytag Sales 
lowa Electric Light & Power 
Central lowa Telephone Co. 
Melvin Witte 
Star Drug 
Dral, Jo sinn 
Dr. M. A. Lewis 
Lillis Insurance 
It, J. Von Hoene 
Starlite Beauty Shop 
Central Food Market (Me Too) 
Shellady’s Market 
Glandorf & Mayberry 
amily Shoe Store 
Lewis and Sears 
Lillis Variety Store 
Witte’s Sinclair Station | 
Iowa County Farm Service 
Oscar Glandorf 
Harry Rathjen 
Peterson & Frick 
Williamsburg Lumber 
Melvin Iburg 
Winborns 
York Creamery 
Shipping Association 
Kent Feeds 
Iivans & Imhoff 
Joe Evans 
Sauter Implement 
Williamsburg Creamery 
Anton Heitshusen 
Harold Jones 
Sterling’s Feed & Seed 
Car) Werner, Welding 
Harry D. Jones 
Burg Implement 
Clover Farm Store 
Fant Garage 
Beilstein Heed Service 
Ralph Matheson 
Bob Ilanson 
Gaston Phillips 
Dwight Gahring 
Ora Mnfield 
Kiekeu's TV 
Samp Bellana, 

Store 

Plumbing 
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